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Noah
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“I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you.” (Genesis 6:17-19)

In the 1980’s a rock group by the name of R.E.M. sang a catchy song called, “It’s the End of the World As We Know It.”   

Could you imagine Noah singing a song like this?  I don’t think so.  God told him that he was going to send a huge flood to cover the earth, but God also told him to build an ark.  The future of humanity and the animal kingdom was going to be placed in that one box.  The ark meant the hope of rescue to Noah, but also the reminder of death to come.  
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Harold Camping predicted that the end of the world was going to come in 2011.  Many others are now misreading the Mayan calendar to predict that the end of the world will be in 2012.  This has caused many to have “end of the world” parties in their neighborhoods.  It has become a running joke.  Nobody takes it seriously any more.

God’s Word describes that there will be an end to this world.  Jesus predicted that he will come again in the clouds with his holy angels, but Jesus didn’t say when he will come.  

Noah built a boat out of wood to save his family.  God sent Jesus to die on a piece of wood to save us from our sins.  This wood of the cross has room for much more than eight people.  The cross is an ark of God’s grace and forgiveness that has enough room for all the people of the world.  God wants us all to come aboard through faith in what Jesus did for us.

When Christians just focus on the cross and resurrection of Jesus, they don’t worry themselves about when the end is coming or try to decipher everything that happens in the world.  They don’t panic.  They don’t try to build an ark, because the “ark” has been built by Jesus’ death for the sins of the world.  They just believe in God’s promise in Christ, and they want the world to take him seriously and believe.  It is a message of hope and salvation for all to hear.  

It is like the R.E.M. song goes, “It’s the end of the world as we know it” and trusting in Jesus, that’s just fine. 
__________________________________________

Graphic for Noah: Rainbow
The rainbow was God's symbol of His promise to Noah and all people that He would never destroy the Earth again by a flood. The Rainbow is an abiding symbol of God's faithfulness.
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Three Little Words

We are quickly approaching another February 14th.  Valentine's Day is a day set aside for everyone to show their love to their spouse, boyfriend or girlfriend.  Candy will fly off the shelves.  Restaurants will be jammed on that special day.  Flower prices will skyrocket.  But more than the candy, food and flowers is what our significant others want to know, is that we love them.  So, many place a higher value on three little words than on all the other trappings of the day.  I'm sure you know what those three little words are -- “I love you”.  

What we all really want is to be assured of the love of that special someone in our lives.  We want proof.  But how can we show someone we really love them?  We can tell them that we love them.  This is probably the simplest and most direct way to express our feelings.  Unfortunately, we live in a sinful world and our words may not be expressing our true feelings.  So if words alone can't prove our love what else can we do?  We can make sacrifices and express our love through our actions.   When we put aside our own wants and desires to give our loved ones what they want we are showing our love.  In our society that often means spending money on our significant others instead of ourselves.  It may mean doing things that we wouldn't otherwise take the time to do.  

Now consider three other little words -- “It is finished”.  These words spoken by our Savior on the cross don't have the same romantic flair that “I love you” has.  Instead these words are a statement of fact.  They document for time and eternity that mankind has been reconciled to God.  They recap the supreme sacrifice made by our loving Heavenly Father who gave up his only Son for us, and of a loving Savior who gave up heavenly perfection to enter a sin-infested world and suffer our punishment for us.  They remind us of the awful suffering and crucifixion that Jesus endured on our behalf.  There is no greater expression of love that could be shown to us.  We have proof of God's love.  There can be no doubt.

Through faith we see the magnitude of this gift, and in view of this unbelievable love from Him we consider our response to God.  How can we show our love and our thanks for all that He has done for us?  James reminds us that our thanks and our faith will be evident in our lives.  “But someone will say, ‘You have faith; I have deeds.'  Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.” (Ja 2:18)  In the same way that we show our love to our spouse or significant other we make “sacrifices” to serve our God.  We can't do it to win His favor or pay off our debt.  That has already been accomplished.  Instead, every day of our lives is a day of grace with which we have been blessed to say “I love you” to God.  We say it in our words and prayers.  We say it in the way we live by saying “no” to the temptations that lead us away from Him.  We say it by serving in His church using the time, talent and treasure with which he has blessed us.  We say it by putting the needs of others before ourselves.  

May the “three little words” that Jesus spoke on the cross remind us each day of God's love, and in response may we live our lives in thanks to Him!

In Christ,

Dale Peterson
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    "For God so lo V ed the world,
             That He g A ve
                   His on L y
                  Begott E n
                         So N
                           T hat whosever
             Believeth  I  n Him
                   Shall  N  ot perish,
             But have  E  verlasting life."
                                           John 3:16
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Starting on Wednesday, February 22nd at 7:00 pm. our congregation will be holding special services to ponder again our Lord’s great sacrifice to save us from our sins.  This year’s theme is “See His Cross.”  We will view with mixed emotions once again our Lord’s passion.  We will see the horror and sorrow of Jesus suffering for our sins.  Yet at the same time we view with gratitude and peace that through His sufferings, Jesus won us forgiveness and eternal life.
MIDWEEK LENT SERVICES

Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
February 22nd   “Our King is Crucified”
February 29th   “Shed no tears for Jesus”
March 7th “It’s God’s plan from beginning to end”
March 14th   “Glory be to Jesus”
March 21st   “It’s no secret”
March 28th   “Put sword away”
MIDWEEK LENTEN SUPPER
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We will be serving soup and sandwich suppers again this Lenten season prior to our Lenten services beginning Ash Wednesday, February 22. Serving will be from 6:15 pm until 6:40 pm. Come on out and nourish first your body and then your soul. A sign-up sheet is available in the narthex if you are able to help serve for one or more of these suppers.
TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTION

On the tombstone of the renowned Copernicus, father of modern astronomy who said the sun was the center of our solar system, is the following inscription, which he penned himself:

      Not for the grace of Paul I ask,

     Nor for the love shown Peter;

    Only the forgiveness bestowed on the thief –

    For this I do humbly petition.
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MARTIN LUTHER SAID
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Sinners are lovely because they are loved; they are not loved because they are lovely.  That is why the love of man avoids sinners and evil persons.  But Christ says, “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” (Matthew 9:13)  And this the love of the cross, born of the cross, which betakes itself, not where it may find something good to enjoy, but where it may confer good upon the poor and the needy; for it is more blessed to give than to receive, says the apostle.  (Acts 20:35)

PASTOR RECEIVES CALL 
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 Pastor has received a call to be pastor of Crown of Life Lutheran Church in Cadillac, MI.  It is a mission congregation of 80 souls in northwest Michigan.  Pastor asks for your counsel and prayers as he deliberates where he can best serve in God’s Kingdom.  A box is in the church entryway, if anyone would want to write down their thoughts on the matter.  You can also email him at Pastor@ChristOurRock.org or call 252-5088.

Preschool Nuggets
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Winter weather means hibernation. That’s exactly what the preschoolers did in January. We wore our p.j.’s to school and had a sleepy, fun day. It was a little hard to hibernate with such spring like weather!

In February we get to learn some more about Jesus. We’ll hear some important lessons from Jesus as we meet Mary and Martha, Zaccheus and the Good Samaritan. Our memory verse is Galatians 5:13b.  We’ll focus on that word “serve.”  It’s not a very popular notion in this world of “me first,” but that is what God asks us to do.  Think of others before ourselves!

Registration for 2012-2013 has started. Please speak to Judy if you are interested! Register early as some sessions do fill up quickly. Scholastic book orders are available on line. It’s easy to order online. Just go to www.scholastic.com/bookclubs. On the parent page, click the “Register” button in the “First Time Here?” section. Register for your own user name and password. When prompted enter the class activation code: GTXCB. For every order placed we earn a free book for the classroom.

HELP OUR PRESCHOOL MINISTRY  
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      If you are a Kwik Trip customer and cardholder and would like to help out our church’s preschool, we have something for you to consider.  You are able to donate your Kwik Trip rebate checks to Precious Pebbles Preschool, and Kwik Trip will add an additional percentage to the rebate.  If you wish to apply for the program, please call toll-free 1-888-736-5945 or visit www.kwiktrip.com to sign up for the program and designate Precious Pebbles Preschool as your charity. An instruction sheet on how to apply online is in the entryway.  We also collect Kwik Trip milk jug and bag tops, which we turn in for educational rewards.  They can be placed in the designated can in the kitchen.  

     This past year about $500 was given to our preschool ministry.  It helped purchase supplies not budgeted.  Thank you for your support!

ATTENTION SUNDAY SCHOOL PARENTS
Dear Sunday School Parents,


Below is the February schedule for Sunday School.  Listed is the Bible story that they will be studying.  Also listed is the memory passage that they will be studying that day.  We list these stories and memory passages for you to review with your child and reinforce the lesson they learned.  Ask your child to tell you about the story and what the memory passage means.

Thank you!

Sunday School Staff
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February 5th 
The Plagues 
Exodus 7:7-10:29



Memory Passage: Romans 1:20
February 12th 
The Passover 
Exodus 11:1-12:13, 21-41


 Memory Passage: Psalm 50:15
February 19th 
Crossing the Red Sea 
Exodus 13:17-22; 14:5-31


Memory Passage: Isaiah 41:10
February 26th 
 Quail and Manna 
Exodus 16




Memory Passage: Psalm 118:1
Valentine / Adult Night Out
Join us on Saturday, February 18th at 6:00 pm for our annual Valentine / Adult Dinner & Night Out. This is a great opportunity to get to know your brothers and sisters in faith a little better over a great meal. This year's dinner will be at Michael's Restaurant. That evening we will be ordering from a menu customized for our group. It promises to be an evening of good food and lots of fellowship. Please sign up on the sheet in the entryway if you plan to attend. Contact Dale Peterson 285-1690 with any questions.
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LOST & FOUND BOX
Have you lost an item?
Please check the lost & found box.
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FOOD SHELF   
The food shelf is in need of items, especially paper products and personal hygiene products.   We have a sufficient supply of vegetables, but could use tuna, spaghetti sauce, fruit and soup.   
THRIVENT FINANCIAL CHOICE DOLLARS    

[image: image29.png]Y-

TRUTH IN LOVE MINISTRY



We have received $67.00 in Thrivent Choice Dollars since the first of the year.  Thank you to those who have designated their Choice Dollars to Christ Our Rock.  The deadline to designate 2011 dollars is March 31, 2012.  Any questions, please contact the church office.

ADULT CHOIR NEEDS SINGERS!!
After taking off the month of January for a well-deserved break, the choir is starting back up in February to prepare for the Lenten and Easter seasons.  We need singers!  
The Choir will start practice up again on Tuesday, February 7th, 6:30-8:00 PM.  We need singers so come and check us out.  The choir has a great time at their practices as they prepare to edify our Worship Hours.  If you use to be in choir, now is a great time to rejoin.  If you haven’t been a part of our choir, why not join now!! 
MORTGAGE OFFERINGS
  We are very thankful for the many gifts that have been given and continued to be given toward our Mortgage Fund.  To help the counters make sure they have an accurate count, please write on your offering envelope what amount is your gift toward the mortgage and what is toward general fund.  This will greatly help our counters make sure the funds go where you designated them for.  Thank you!
Christian Estate Planning . . .

Is it time to review your will?

To assist you with your estate plans, our church is sponsoring a Christian estate planning seminar on Sunday, February 29th.
One part of a Christian estate plan is making sure your will is up-to-date. Come and find out why!

Watch the church bulletin for details regarding

this Christian estate planning seminar.

You will be guided through questions like:

· When was the last time you reviewed your will?

· Does your will include a Christian preamble?

· Are your life insurance and retirement account beneficiary designations consistent with your will or living trust?

· Has your personal representative moved out of state?

· Have you considered an income for life agreement with the WELS Foundation, Inc.?

· Have the needs of your beneficiaries changed?

· Do you have a durable power of attorney and a living will?

· How will your family deal with these issues?

· Where do you begin? How much time will it take? How much will it all cost?

Christian giving counselor, Pastor Mike Hatzung, from our synod will be here on February 29th during our Education Hour to answer your questions about developing your Christian estate plan.  You will also have an opportunity to schedule a private consultation with him to have your questions answered. This is a service offered to you by our synod. It is confidential and at no cost.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY Women’s Bible Study will be on Sunday, February 12th at 7:00 PM at Ascension.  All women are invited to attend.

February’s Bible Readings

1.  Leviticus 8
2.  Leviticus 9, 10

3.  Leviticus 11

4.  Leviticus 12:1-13:46

5.  Leviticus 13:47-14:32

6.  Leviticus 14:33-15:33

7.  Leviticus 16

8.  Leviticus 17

9.  Leviticus 18

10.  Leviticus 19, 20

11.  Leviticus 21, 22

12.  Leviticus 23

13.  Leviticus 24

14.  Leviticus 25

15.  Leviticus 26
Celebrating Birthdays in February…

We would like to wish a Happy Birthday and God’s continued blessings to the following members celebrating birthdays this month:
            Dalton Hunze       

 Feb 4
           Anna Davidson

 Feb 10


Angie Hinck


 Feb 11


Marge Carson

 Feb 12


Jane Peterson

 Feb 14


Reva Stuve


 Feb 14


Lois Henselin

 Feb 15


Jackson Soltau

 Feb 15


Abby Schramm

 Feb 16


Leah Dahling

 Feb 18


Ava Rocheleau

 Feb 20


Jeremy Hunze

 Feb 22


David Hoppe

 Feb 23


Jean Schroeder

 Feb 23


Laura Seifert

 Feb 23


Sybil Eckert


 Feb 27

          
Did we miss your birthday?  We encourage all of our members to let us know their birthday, so that we can share in each other’s celebration.  To let us know contact the church office at 252-5088 or Office@ChristOurRock.org
TRUTH IN LOVE TO MORMONS PRESENTATION
 
On Thursday, February 16th Dave Malnes is coming to Resurrection Lutheran Church to talk about ministry to Mormons.  Dave serves as staff minister for Truth in Love Ministry (TILM), a WELS based organization that seeks to reach Mormons with the truth of God’s Word and equips other Christians to do the same.  Come and learn more about this religion and hear firsthand stories about witnessing to Mormons.  You will also learn how TILM will be inviting one million Mormons to hear the gospel!  Join us at Resurrection on February 16th at 7:00 pm.
Registrations are Now Being Accepted:  Campers going into Grades 3rd – 8th next year are encouraged to attend Camp Whitewater, a group camp for young members of the WELS.  Campers can choose to attend July 8th – 13th or July 15th – July 20th.  Cost is $130 for the week, with a $50 deposit due upon registration.  Registration forms are available on the table in the entryway
Martin Luther College

1995 Luther Court New Ulm MN.

February 12, 3:00 p.m., Organ Concert – Wyatt Smith - Chapel of the Christ

MLC presents organist Wyatt Smith performing in a guest recital Sunday, February 12, at 3:00 p.m. in the Chapel of the Christ.  Wyatt Smith is a student at the University of South Dakota in Vermillion, where he is pursuing an undergraduate degree in organ performance. His concert will feature a world premiere prelude on “Beautiful Savior” by Dr. David Cherwien and other works by Buxtehude, Sweelinck, Bach, Franck, and Alain.
February 17 – 19 Winter Play: Around the World in 80 Days - Wittenberg Collegiate Center Auditorium (Friday and Saturday 7:30 pm, Sunday 2:00 pm)

Tickets at the door only - $6 

Hold on to your seats for the original amazing race! Phileas Fogg and his resourceful servant Passepartout race to beat the clock and win an outrageous wager. Comic surprises abound as nine actors portray 35 characters in this new adaptation of Jules Verne’s classic.

Lent & Repentance  -- Inseparable Partners

Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.

~ Matthew 3:8

Dear friend in Christ,

When we think of great partners, we think of people or things that naturally go together.   We say their names in the same breath: Lewis & Clark … Laurel & Hardy … Peanut Butter & Jelly … Ham & Eggs … Repentance & Lent 

WHAT? Repentance & Lent???

Yes, Repentance & Lent – now THERE’S great partners!  You cannot have one without the other.

On February 22nd with Ash Wednesday we begin the season of Lent.  It is a time for us to consider in gruesome details of the passion of Jesus.  A traitorous disciple … the late night mob … deserting friends … a kangaroo court before Caiaphas … the beating and scourging … the crown of thorns ... the torturous walk to Golgotha … the humility … the nails … the pain … a weeping mother … a shriek of terror from the God-forsaken … death … spear thrust … burial …
When you see someone suffer so, the natural response is to ask, “Why?  What crime has he committed?”  But Christians know the answers already.  God says in His Word, “But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; … We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity OF US ALL. (Isaiah 53:5,6) There it is in black and white.  YOU and I messed up.  WE angered God.  WE deserved to be punished.  It should have been YOU and I forever shrieking the cries of the God-forsaken.  But Jesus took the punishment in our place.
What’s our response to all of this?  Initially there is only one response – repentance.  The heart that recognizes that it was our sins which put Jesus on the cross, simply cannot continue to live a way that suggests indifference toward our sins.  No finger pointing, excuses, or justifying our actions.  Only sorrow and remorse, as we tremble at God’s anger over sin as it is vented on His Son.  Humble silence as we see the punishment we should have suffered.  Upon further reflection, love, praise and deep-hearted gratitude will of course follow – but never without repentance first.

Oh sure, you can “observe” Lent without repentance.  You can go through the motions.  But it won’t mean a thing to you.  And no blessing will be yours.  Another chance to appreciate God’s saving grace and to deepen your relationship with God will have passed.  Without repentance this Lent, we only become that much more callous toward our sins, that much more unappreciative of our God’s love and mercy – and yes, moving that much closer to giving up the faith.  Who of us can afford to do that?

This Lenten season come to the Lenten services on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm and on Sunday mornings and from your heart repent. Hear anew every time, God’s assurance of absolution, of full forgiveness. Then leave knowing that you are loved and truly forgiven by our Savior. 

Dare we pass that cross unheeding, 

breathing no repentance vow,

As we see You wounded, bleeding, 

see Your thorn-encircled brow?

Since Your sinless death has brought us 

life eternal, peace and rest,

Only what Your grace has taught us 

calms the sinner’s deep distress.
Christian Worship #108:2

In Christ’s love,

Pastor Jeff Limpert
FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER

Christ Our Rock Lutheran Church 

& Precious Pebbles Preschool

Pastor Jeff Limpert

3040 Stonehedge Dr. NE

Rochester, MN 55906

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED


Precious Pebbles Preschool 

Ages 3½ to 5 years

Now accepting registration for the fall of 2012
2, 3 & 5 day programs available

Morning and/or afternoon sessions

   For more information, call 252-5088[image: image3.png]
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16.  Leviticus 27


17.  Hebrews 1


18.  Hebrews 2


19.  Hebrews 3:1-6


20.  Hebrews 3:7-4:13


21.  Hebrews 4:14-5:10


22.  Hebrews 5:11-6:8


23.  Hebrews 6:9-20


24.  Hebrews 7:1-14


25.  Hebrews 7:15-28


26.  Hebrews 8


27.  Hebrews 9:1-15


28.  Hebrews 9:16-28
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