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Hallelujah!
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever.

Psalm 118:1
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Oil flowed into the Gulf of Mexico like water over Niagara Falls. Anarchists revolted at a meeting of the world’s leaders and set police cruisers on fire. “God is good? He has enduring love? Show me.”

Children are born with birth defects. Convenience store clerks are shot. The economy is uncertain. Unemployment threatens the stability of millions of families. People still die. I am lonely. “God is good? He has enduring love? Show me.”

Has anyone, or anything, ever let you down? Plenty of times. Has your love ever gone unreturned? You have stopped counting.  Many times you have probably wondered where to turn; you have asked, “Who can I trust?”

This psalm calls out to you, to me. It is an “Hallelujah” psalm, meaning “Praise the LORD!” Long ago, God’s people sang the words of this psalm toward the end of their Passover meal. That special occasion was a time for the people to remember how God rescued their nation from slavery in Egypt; it was a picture of God’s rescue of all people from their slavery to sin. The Passover meal was a way that God showed each generation how much he truly loved them.

Would disaster continue to interrupt their lives? Would prosperity be withheld? Would earthly death continue to pick away at their loved ones? Yes, yes, and yes. Yet the people sang out praise and thanks to their merciful God for deliverance from all these trials of life. . . and more: “Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved” (Ephesians 2:4,5).

It is the custom in North America to gather this time of year to celebrate Thanksgiving. Whether you are with family, friends, or celebrating alone, take the time to give thanks to our Savior God for His mercy and deliverance from death through Jesus. Jesus shows us that God is good. Jesus proves that His love for us endures forever.
I THANK HIM
My God has done so much for me,

I never can repay,

That when I try to give Him thanks,

I know not what to say.

When I am so low I cannot stand,

He makes my spirit soar,

For this I bow my lowly head

And thank Him just once more.

I thank Him for each drop of blood

He shed on Calvary’s tree,

The crimson drops fall to the ground,

Oh, God was that for me?

It was for me and every one

Who calls on His name,

For this I bow my lowly head

And thank Him once again.

I dare not walk away from God

And His protecting power,

For He might call time to an end,

And come at any hour.

And so I’ll watch and wait for Him

Till time on earth shall end,

Then at His feet I’ll bow my head,

And thank Him once again.
~ Dee Gaskin
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THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good.

His love endures forever.

Psalm 136 vs. 1
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On Wednesday, November 23rd at 7 PM, we once again will have the honor and privilege of joining our hearts and voices in praising and thanking our gracious Lord.  The service will include special music and a message of praise and thanks.  Let us come together and thank our Lord!

PIE NIGHT: A DELICIOUS OPPORTUNITY  
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Following the Thanksgiving Eve service, we will have some time for getting to know one another and enjoying some pie.  So we are asking our members to please bring your favorite pie – pumpkin, cherry, apple, ice cream or whatever, whether it is made from scratch or from a box -- we look forward to sitting down and talking with you over a slice of pie and cup of coffee.  Please join us!
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MIDWEEK WORSHIP HOURS

It was kind of a slow start, but we are starting to see more and more people regularly use our Thursday evening services. We will continue offering our Thursday 6:30 PM evening services through Thursday, November 17th.  Because of Wednesday evening services for Thanksgiving Eve and Advent, we will discontinue the Thursday services until Thursday, December 29th.  
ALL SAINTS DAY
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The Christian finds comfort and rejoices in the words spoken by our Savior, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”  
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Through faith in Jesus, the Christian has been made a child of God and stands holy, blameless in His sight.  It is for this reason that on November 1st the Christian Church celebrates “All Saints Day.”  On this day we are reminded that all Christians are saints, that is, they stand holy and blameless in the sight of God the Father through the merits of Jesus.  So whether a Christian is alive in this world or has been called to their heavenly home, they are part of the Communion of Saints, the Fellowship of all believers. 
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Yet, we do speak of two churches in the Holy Christian Church.  The first is the Church Militant.  This is the Communion of Saints still in this world.  It is called “militant” because its saints still battle here with forces of hell.  The other is the Church Triumphant.  This is the Communion of Saints in heaven.  They have left the struggles and sorrows of this world.  They live triumphantly through Jesus forever.  One day this earth and the Church Militant will pass away.  On that day all saints will rejoice together in heaven as the Church Triumphant.  


On All Saints day, we rejoice in those who have called out of the Church Militant into the Church Triumphant.  They are:

+ Elmer Ungemach +
called to the Church Triumphant on

March 3, 2011

+ Mildred Adler +
called to the Church Triumphant on

April 17, 2011

"For All the Saints Who from Their Labors Rest"
by William W. How, 1823-1897
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For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confess,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest,
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress, and their Might;
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light.
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Oh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, true and bold,
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old
And win with them the victor's crown of gold.
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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O blest communion, fellowship divine,
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine.
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day;
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of Glory passes on His way.
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

    From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
    Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
     Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
     Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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The golden evening brightens in the west;
Soon, soon, to faithful warriors cometh rest. 
Sweet is the calm of Paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Hebrews 12:28





BUILDING ON THE ROCK OFFERING
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  This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. – 2 Corinthians 9:12

Thank you Lord!  That is the message that the Apostle Paul was inspired to share with the Corinthian Christians.  Paul was gathering a special offering to help the church in Jerusalem.  The result of this special offering was greater than anyone could want or hope for.  That result was “expressions of thanks to God.”

“Thank you Lord!” is what our Christ Our Rock family joins in joyfully praying as well.  In September and October, as part of our 10 year anniversary celebration, we gathered a special offering of gifts and three-year commitments to fund our mortgage payments, so that our regular offerings could be used to further our ministry efforts.  We thank the Lord for his gift of $154,032 as of October 30th.  This means that for fiscal years 2012-13, 2013-14 and 2014-15 that we are able to take out $50,000 a year in mortgage payments and expand our efforts to proclaiming the gospel of our Savior.  Thank you Lord!!

We would also like to thank the many men and women who helped with this ministry.  We thank the leaders of the offering Dale Crist, Scott Luepke and Dale Peterson, who spent the summer planning and refining the appeal.  We also thank our congregation chairman Dan Anderson and Pastor Brian Kom for their guidance and supervision.  Thank you to the telephone callers, visitors, publicity, spiritual emphasis leaders, event leaders, and financial appeal secretaries.  Finally, we thank all our members who prayerfully and joyfully gave gifts and commitments to this effort to expand our ministry efforts. 

As you can see there were many people giving of their time and talents to carry out this ministry.  What are the results?  “… many expressions of thanks to God!”
When do I start giving my gifts to “building on the Rock”?


You can start giving yours immediately.

Am I to use special envelopes?


There are special envelopes in a basket in the church entryway that you can use, if you want.  Otherwise you can just write on your regular church offering envelope your gift to the mortgage fund.  For example on your envelope you can write:
Mortgage Fund $________

General Fund $_________

This will help our Counting Committee in recording our offerings.

Can I still make a gift or commitment to Building on the Rock?


Yes.  There are commitment forms and commitment guides in the entryway to help you with your decision.
What if my personal circumstances change, can I change my commitment?


Only the Lord totally knows what the future holds.  If you find your personal circumstances change, you can adjust your gift giving as the Lord has blessed you, whether that is increase or decrease in your commitment. 

Can I give stock or other assets?

Yes, Stocks can be donated through Christ our Rock’s brokerage account.  Other assets can be donated directly to Christ our Rock.  For more information, please contact the church office 252-5088.
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ANNUAL MINISTRY FAIR – 

Different Gifts – Same Grace!
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For 7 Sundays Pastor Jeff and Bob have preached on the series “Different Gifts – Same Grace.”  It was a study of Romans 12:6-8.  We looked at the many different gifts with which Jesus has blessed us.   How great is our God that every Christian possesses God-given gifts, and every one of these gifts are needed.  As we learned, “No gift is small but every gift is too big not to be used.”  Each gift given by God is needed.  You are needed!
On Sunday, November 20th we are giving all our members an opportunity to find and use their God-given gifts.  The various committees and organizations will host booths, which will have people to explain their ministry and opportunity to participate.
Included in this newsletter is a sample card that lists the various opportunities in 2012 to serve at Christ Our Rock.  Prayerfully look it over and see places where you can serve our LORD and His Church.
Why serve?  Why volunteer?  That is where God’s grace comes into play.  God so loved us that He gave Himself for us.  Talk about serving!  He gave His life as the ransom to give us forgiveness and life.  It is that same grace that moves us to serve thankfully and willingly with whatever gifts we have from God.  Membership in a church is not just what can I get for myself.  Church membership also means what can I give back love to my LORD, who first loved me.  It also means how I can show my LORD’s love to my fellow man.  
Come and see the opportunities God has given to us at Christ Our Rock.  May God’s grace move you to use the different gifts He has given you.

 
CHRISTMAS-4-KIDS

Hey Parents! Looking for some free time to do last minute shopping or gift wrapping before Christmas?  Bring your kids to church on 

Saturday, December 10th
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

IT’S A BIRTHDAY PARTY!

Age 3 - 3rd grade are invited!

      We will have stories, a Christmas video, crafts, singing, treats, cookie decorating, lunch and a lot more.    But most importantly, the children will learn the true meaning of the first Christmas and why Jesus and His birth are so special.  To register call 252-5088.
YOUTH GROUP HOSTS 

“HANGING OF THE GREENS” PARTY
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Our Youth Group will host a “Hanging of the Greens” Party on Saturday, November 26th at 6:00 PM.  They will have Holiday treats for all who show up to help with the hanging of the greens.  Please join our teens in decorating our church to glorify our Savior in whose birth we rejoice!  Join us!

NEW SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS:  

Preparing For The Adventure:

Witnessing to Mormons
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During the present presidential campaign, much has been said about the Mormon Religion and what it is or is not.  On Sunday, November 13th at 9:15 AM, we will begin a new Bible study that will look at the history and teachings of the Church of Jesus Christ & Latter Day Saints.  Through God’s Word we see how we can be  on equipping Christians to effectively witness the truth of God’s Word to Mormons with love and respect.  We will look at the history and teachings of the Church of Jesus Christ & Latter Day Saints.  
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NUggets from PRECIOUS PEBBLES Preschool
By Judy Limpert

The month of October just flew by at preschool. At the end of the month everyone had a chance to dress up as his or her favorite storybook character and celebrate the wonderful season of fall.

We are now busy getting ready for our Christmas service, which is coming up soon. We are learning songs about Jesus birthday and His love for us. The Preschool service is Thursday, December 8th at 7:00 PM.  Everyone is invited. Please join us!

I am looking for volunteers to provide treats for fellowship following the preschool Christmas service.  Look for a signup sheet in the entryway or e-mail Judy at hauski@charter.net. 
Scholastic Book Orders – Throughout the school year I offer Scholastic book orders to the preschool families.  These are flyers from which you can order books.  They are generally very reasonably priced.  Orders can even be placed on line.  I would like to open this up to all members of Christ Our Rock. If you are interested in receiving these book order flyers, please let me know.  I will place them in your mailbox at church.  Call me at 273-5535 or    e-mail at hauski@charter.net. 

Sunday School NOVEMBER LESSONS
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11/6 - Joseph’s Brothers Come to Egypt – Genesis 42
Memory Passage: 
Hebrews 11:1
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11/13 Joseph Tests his Brothers – Genesis 43,44
Memory Passage: 1 John 4:8

11/ 20 Joseph Makes Himself Known – Genesis 45:1-24
Memory Passage: Matthew 18:15a
11/27 – No Sunday School classes
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY – Women’s Bible Study will be on Sunday, November 6th at 7:00 PM at Ascension.  All women are invited to attend.
Students Living Away From Home

Care Package Items Needed

The Mary-Martha Ministry is once again making packages to send to our students living away from home.  This year we are looking to fill 9 boxes.   Please have your items to church by November 18.  

DONATIONS: We need donations of small Kleenex, microwave popcorn, hot chocolate mix, pens, pencils, 3M notes, soup packets, small hand sanitizer, stain removed packets, highlighters, index cards, bookmarks, nuts, trail mix, crackers/cheese, pretzels, puzzle books, peanut butter in small containers, fruit cups, or anything that would fit in small boxes. Thank you!!!
Organization for WELS Lutheran Seniors 
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The Southeast Minnesota OWLS will be meeting at Ascension Lutheran Church in Rochester on Tuesday, November 29, 2011 at 6:00 pm.  Members and all who might be interested are encouraged to join us.  OWLS (Organization for WELS/ELS Seniors) is for senior (age 55 and up) members of WELS and ELS churches, however all are welcome to attend our meetings.  Our meeting topic will be "The Voice of the Martyrs" which deals with Christians who have been persecuted for their faith.  The presenters are Paul and Kim Larson, members of Ascension in Rochester.
FOOD PANTRY             Our Mary-Martha Committee is overseeing our church’s food pantry.  We need your help!  We need donations of non-perishable food items.  Also baby food, formula, diapers, detergent, toilet paper, kleenex and paper towels.  We will be giving these items out to needy families in Rochester.  We are asking all our members to help contribute what they can to help.  A place to put your donations can be found in the entryway of church.  Thank you.  

Our Holiday Schedule
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Thanksgiving Eve
November 23
       7:00 PM

Pie Night

November 23
       8:00 PM

Hanging the Greens
November 26
       6:00 PM

No Education Hour
November 27

Midweek Advent Soup  

 November 30, December 7 & 14    6:15-6:40 PM

Midweek Advent Service



 November 30, December 7 & 14           7:00 PM

Precious Pebbles Preschool Christmas Service


December 8               7:00 PM

Christmas-4-Kids       December 10th 
   10 AM–2 PM

Christmas Caroling       December 13               6:00 PM

RLS Christmas Service December 18
         3:00 PM

Sunday School Christmas Rehearsal




December 23
       6:00 PM

Christmas Eve

December 24
       6:00 PM

Christmas Day

December 25
     10:30 AM

No Education Hour
December 25 & January 1

New Year’s Day  January 1st        10:30 AM (No 8 AM)  

Education Hour Resumes January 8               9:15 AM
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SNOW REMOVAL HELP NEEDED
We need help keeping our sidewalks clear of snow this winter season.  If you can operate a snow shovel or snow-blower, we could use your help.  A signup sheet is in the entryway for members to volunteer this upcoming winter season.  Please sign up today at church.
[image: image33.jpg]



CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS
It is that time again to turn your clocks back on Sunday, November 6th.
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Thank a veteran!  Veteran’s Day is Friday, November 11, 2011
NOVEMBER Bible Readings

1. Romans 9:14-29 


2. Romans 9:30-10:21
3. Romans 11:1-10 

4. Romans 11:11-24
5. Romans 11:25-36
6. Romans 12
7. Romans 13
8. Romans 14
9. Romans 15:1-13
10. Romans 15:14-33
11. Romans 16:1-16 

12. Romans 16:17-27
13. Exodus 21:1-32


14. Exodus 21:33-23:19
15. Exodus 23:20-24:18
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OUR CHURCH MEMBERS Celebrating Birthdays in November…

We would like to wish a Happy Birthday and God’s continued blessings to the following members celebrating birthdays this Month:

Jeff Lemke

Nov   6

Marilyn Just

Nov 10
Cameron Kasick
Nov 11
Kermit Oldre

Nov 14

Sonja Behnken
Nov 15

Lisa Cronin

Nov 18

Michelle Hill

Nov 18
Brandi Lind

Nov 19
Anne Hagglund
Nov 24

Val Rocheleau
Nov 24

Micah Luepke

Nov 26

Randy Shekeruk
Nov 26

Erick Foss

Nov 27

Did we miss your birthday?  We encourage all of our members to let us know their birthday, so that we can share in each other’s celebration.  To let us know contact the church office at 252-5088 or Office@ChristOurRock.org
FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER

Christ Our Rock Lutheran Church 

& Precious Pebbles Preschool

Pastor Jeff Limpert

3040 Stonehedge Dr. NE

Rochester, MN 55906

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED



THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE

Wednesday, November 23rd
7:00 PM
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Dear Members of Christ Our Rock,


	Thank you for the cards, well wishes and gifts for our church’s Called Workers Appreciation event.  Your generosity and thoughtfulness are truly appreciated.  May our Lord bless you for your kindness! 


Blessings in Christ!


Anne Hagglund 


and 


Pastor Jeff & Judy Limpert








We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. 


If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.


If it is serving, let him serve; 


If it is teaching, let him teach;


If it is encouraging, let him encourage;


If it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously;


If it is leadership, let him govern diligently;


If it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.


Romans 12:6-8
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16. Exodus 25


17. Exodus 26, 27


18. Exodus 28


19. Exodus 29


20. Exodus 30, 31	


21. Exodus 32	


22. Exodus 33


23. Exodus 34


24. Exodus 35:1-36:7


25. Exodus 36:8-37:9


26. Exodus 37:10-38:31


27. Exodus 39, 40	


28. 1 Corinthians 1:1-17


29. 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:16


30. 1 Corinthians 3, 4
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10th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION


October 9, 2011 


Worship Hour 


 10:30 AM


Pig Roast –Noon


Cross to Glory Concert- 1 PM
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