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Is God Up There?

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Genesis 1:1
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“God, if you are up there, please show yourself to me.” Have you ever said that to God? Wouldn’t it be great if God just came down and showed himself to us?

God does show himself. In the first line of the Bible, God reveals himself to us.  He tells us that he made all things. He made the huge galaxies of the universe. He made the tiniest atoms. He made you and me. His creation demonstrates his power, creativity, wisdom, and tender concern for us.

Take time to notice and to marvel at all God made—the colors of the sky, the light of the sun and stars, the mosaic of leaves outside your window, the beauty of the landscape within your view. Consider how God made you. Think of how your body works—your eyes and ears, your arms, legs, fingers and toes, your brain.

However, God did not make the world and then stand back as a disinterested observer far removed from it all. He is “up there” watching over it all. He continues to care for us by providing for all our needs.

Sadly, we often don’t thank him for what he has done for us. We forget him. For that, God has every right to turn his back on us. Amazingly, he still cares for us. More than that, he came down to us and saved us from our wayward ways.  He came down in love in the person of his Son, Jesus, and rescued us. Jesus lived the perfect life of thanks that we should live. On the cross, he died the death we should die for our sins. He promises a new and perfect world where all who believe in him will live forever in perfect joy.

Is God up there? Yes he is! God is not only up there, he is in every inch of his creation. He is closer to you than your own skin. Does God love and care for his creation? Oh, how he cares! He sent his Son, Jesus, and rescued the world he has made. Look at God’s creation, and above all, look to Jesus and know that God is “up there” loving and caring for you.
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AREA ASCENSION SERVICE


The area Ascension Service will be held on Thursday, June 2nd at 3:00 & 6:30 PM at Resurrection Lutheran Church, 4520 19th Avenue Northwest, Rochester.  

(There will be no Thursday service at COR on June 2nd due to the area Ascension service.)
SUMMER WORSHIP
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Something old – Something new! 

This summer our Sunday Worship Hours will remain the same at 8:00 & 10:30 AM.    Pastor will also be holding Thursday evening services.  While the order of services will be a little bit simpler and more casual in design, the same message of sin & grace, Law & Gospel will be present. We will have Thursday services throughout the summer except on June 2nd (area Ascension service @ Resurrection 3 & 7 PM), and June 30th.

Summer Worship Times

Thursdays 6:30 PM

Sundays 8:00 & 10:30 AM

Bible Study – Home Bible study “Judges”
SUMMER HOME BIBLE STUDY
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To encourage and to help facilitate more study of the Word in our homes, we have made a take home study guide for every COR family.  It is a study of the Old Testament book of Judges.  We will explore how God raised up “judges” to lead the Children of Israel, when the nation was challenged. These judges include Gideon, Deborah and Samson to name a few.  The study is divided into weekly sessions.   The answers for this study will appear in the Sunday bulletins and on our website.  
A GRADUATE’S PRAYER

Father, I have knowledge


So will You show me now

How to use it wisely


And find a way somehow

To make the world I live in


A little better place

And make life with its problems


A bit easier to face

Grant me faith and courage


And put purpose in my days,

And show me how to serve You


In the most effective ways.
So all my education,


My knowledge and my skill

May find their true fulfillment


As I learn to do Your will;

And may I ever be aware


In everything I do

That knowledge comes from learning


And wisdom from You.
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Congratulations & God Bless!!
Graduations reported to the church office:

College
Becca Seifert – Bethany Lutheran College, 

Mankato, MN

High School
 Angela Myers - Century High School

PIONEER CAMPOUT
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This year’s Pioneer Campout is at Chester Woods is June 17th-19th.  If you are interested in camping and did not get reservations last December, please call the park and make individual reservations. All are welcome to come out and enjoy the days’ activities on Saturday. (There is a small fee to help cover the Saturday evening meal that the Pioneers host.)  

2011 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
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Grab a vine, brave the rapids, and prepare for a 

BIG JUNGLE ADVENTURE!
Kids don’t miss a minute of this big adventure where we go wild for Jesus! Fun activities, you will learn about Jesus' amazing love all day, every day.  VBS is July 18th -22nd from 9-11:30 AM for all kids age 3 thru those entering 4th grade.  To register go to the church’s website www.ChristOurRock.org, call the church office at 252-5088, or sign up in the church entryway.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Volunteers are needed to help staff this year’s Vacation Bible School program.  VBS will be held July 18th -22nd from 9-11:30 AM.  Various task and time commitments are available.  We are looking for help in the following areas:

Teaching, Music, Crafts, Treats

We will be hold meetings on Sundays, June 26th & July 10th following the 10:30 Worship Hour for all VBS helpers.  If you are able to help, please speak with Pastor, call the church office at 252-5088, or email Pastor@ChristOurRock.org.

Precious Pebbles Tidbits

Precious Pebbles Preschool is now taking registration for the next school year.  We are offering 2, 3 and 5 day programs.  If you would like more information, to visit the school and/or register, please call Judy Limpert at 252-5088 or 273-5535

YOUTH NEWS
On Saturday, June 4th, at 3:00 PM the youth will be meeting at East Park, 1738 East Center Street for Frisbee golf.  Please bring a snack to share and your own drink.  Frisbees will be provided.  

On Saturday, July 23rd the youth and their families are invited to Silver Lake for a family picnic. 

On Saturday, August 20th the youth will be going to Valleyfair.  Further details on these two events will be forthcoming and these dates are also tentative dates.[image: image12.png]



AN ODE TO DAD
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F orgiving, though we really pulled a dumb one;

A ware of all our needs for years on end;

T rusting, with a caution from experience;

H elping on those days we need a friend;

E xpert, though he never lets us know it;

R ebuking, yet our spirit would not rend;

S addened by our pains and disappointments;

D edicated, always there to mend.

A mazing is the best word to describe him,

Y early all our love to him we send.

The LORD be with you, Dads!

GOING ON VACATION IN NORTHERN MINNESOTA?
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Stop by one of our churches on the way.  A complete listing of all WELS and ELS congregations can be found in the church office or online at http://wels.locatorsearch.com/.  Simply type in the city where you plan to vacation.

Stay Connected This Summer!
Our COR Connections groups will be meeting throughout the summer. If you're not already a member of a group, but would like to start participating just contact the group contact person listed below. 

Bicycling Contact: Kris Shogren (252-5941) Douglas Trail bike ride planned for Saturday, June 4th at 1:00 PM. 

Exercise Contact: Laura Seifert (206-0771) Group meeting weekly for 1 hour of walking on Saturdays at 9:00 AM. This group needs some additional members. Please consider joining!

Gardening Contact: Marla Brandmeyer (269-1527) Details of next meeting not yet available.

Photography Contact: Bob Seifert (206-0771) Group meeting June 7th at 7:00 PM at church. 

Wine Tasting Contact: Lisa Cronin (529-9029) Details of next meeting not yet available.

Please consider joining one of these groups or signing up for a new group on the easel in the Fellowship Hall. Even if you don't join you can support these groups with your encouragement and prayers.
FOOD SHELF  
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          We are in need of donations for our food shelf.  Our supply of toilet paper, paper towels, kleenex, dish soap and toiletries have been depleted.  A bin is in the church entryway to place your donations.  Thank you! 
SUMMER INTERNSHIP AT COR
Becca Seifert, who recently graduated from Bethany Lutheran College (BLC), will be doing her internship here at Christ Our Rock.  Becca graduated with a degree in psychology.  She will be working with Pastor under the supervision of BLC on identifying and developing Christian counseling strategies and skills.  She will be doing assigned readings, interviews and observations. Her internship will include interviewing area pastors, teens and married couples.  Please keep Becca in your prayers as she works in our midst.  (Becca will not be remunerated for her services by COR).  Please Note: Becca is not a counselor yet and will not be doing counseling sessions.  As part of her education, she will be doing a series of interviews to understand various kinds of Christian relationships for her degree.

MARRIED COUPLES NEEDED FOR INTERVIEWS  

As part of her internship at Christ Our Rock, Becca Seifert is looking for married couples to interview.  She will be using the information solely to better understand marriage in the Christian faith.  The questions will focus on your marriage and how you incorporate Christian values.  This will be entirely confidential and your names will never be revealed to anyone.   You can contact Becca either by email Rebecca.seifert@blc.edu or cell phone (507) 993-9433.  Becca is also looking to interview Teens and Parents.
MARY-MARTHA MEETING – 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS

Mary-Martha, our women’s ministry group, will be meeting on Sunday, June 12th following the 10:30 Worship Hour.  Mary-Martha has been asked to review and recommend changes to the Board of Elders concerning the way we conduct our funeral luncheons.  They will also be discussing the ongoing mission and ministry of Mary-Martha.  All the woman of the congregation are cordially invited to attend.

LOST & FOUND BOX

We have accumulated various items in our Lost & Found box.  Please check the box if you are missing something.
In God We Trust
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During the War of 1812, on September 13, 1814, Francis Scott Key visited the British fleet in Chesapeake Bay to secure the release of Dr. William Beanes, who had been captured after the burning of Washington DC. The release was completed, but Key was held by the British overnight during the shelling of Fort McHenry, one of the forts defending Baltimore. In the morning, Key peered through clearing smoke to see an enormous American flag flying proudly after a 25-hour British bombardment of Fort McHenry. He was so delighted to see the flag still flying over the fort that he began a poem to commemorate the occasion, with a note that it should be sung to the popular British melody "To Anacreon in Heaven."

 
In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson ordered that it be played at military and naval occasions. In 1931, the Star-Spangled Banner became our national anthem.

We are all familiar with the first verse of our national anthem.  But not many are familiar with or even know that there are other verses to this anthem. Personally to me, the fourth verse of this anthem is the most powerful of all the verses.  It states the truth that our nation and we as individuals are in the hands of God.   

We as individuals and as a nation need to remember this fact: God is in control.  So often the news from around the world and even in our own city is frightening. We, too, often see the terrifying acts of sinful people.  We witness the ravages of sin in and on nature.  We are tempted to think that nobody is in control, that chaos rules and hope is lost.


However, as Christians we know that somebody is always in control and there is always hope.  For we have been given the gift of trust in our Lord.  He gave Himself for us.  He won for us freedom from the tyranny of sin and death.  He made us citizens of heaven.  He is the same person who says, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5) And also “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20).  We trust that some day we will be brought to our real home, heaven.  Nothing can rob us of that certain hope.  So no matter what hardships and sorrows we experience in this world or to our nation, we can always say: 

“In God is our trust!”

THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER:

VERSE FOUR
O thus be it ever when free-men shall stand

Between their lov'd home and the war's desolation;
Blest with vict'ry and peace, may the heav'n-rescued land
Praise the Pow'r that hath made and preserv'd us a nation!
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
And this be our motto: “In God is our trust!”
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave!
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~ Francis Scott Key ~
“Oh, Say Can You See”

There’s plenty to see on the 4th of July, especially parades and fireworks.  The parades, with their dazzling displays of bands and floats are meant to put freedom on display.  And, in the evening, as our eyes turn heavenward, the skies are lit up with dazzling displays of color.

But even as we celebrate our freedom, thanking God for it, we still see all around us the evidence of bondage.  Sin still has its way with our world; babies aborted, children abused, senior citizens ignored.  But even as we turn our eyes heavenward, watching the dazzling displays of color, may it serve to remind us of the true freedom which came to heaven.  May it long for the real Independence Day still to come when God will take us all from earth to heaven!
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Here am I, Lord. Send me!
 The synod’s Assignment Com​mittee met in Mequon, Wisconsin, last week and in New Ulm, Minnesota, the previous week to assign ministe​rial candidates to their first calls into the public ministry. As always, these are days of excitement for the candidates and joy for the members of our synod.
May 17 at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, 35 men received their assignments to serve as vicars for one year. On May 19, all members of the graduating class, along with previous graduates who had been assigned to one year calls (a total of 58 men), were assigned. This is the first time in several years that all available candidates were assigned. 
On the previous Saturday at Martin Luther College, 79 can​didates available for assignment anywhere for the teaching ministry received their first calls. Nineteen graduates had previously requested to defer their call in order to participate in international ministry experiences in various locations around the world. Twenty-eight candidates were not placed on assignment day, but will be assigned throughout the coming weeks and month as congregations request graduates to fill teaching vacancies. 
After many years of prepara​tion, these young people have answered God’s call to serve by saying, “Here am I; send me!” Our synod is truly grateful that God has provided these gifts to his church, and together we pray for God’s rich blessings on their ministry. We also will continue to remember in our prayers those who have not yet received a call, confident that the Lord of the Church will soon send them to their field of labor in keep​ing with his love and wisdom.
Serving in Christ,
President Mark Schroeder

TOP NEWS STORIES
Tornado relief on two fronts
WELS is offering relief aid in the aftermath of the tornado in Joplin, Missouri, on May 22 and the tornados that ripped through Alabama last month.
Christian Aid and Relief has granted $5,000 in aid to Faith Lutheran, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in Carthage, about 11 miles east of Joplin. Pastor Timothy Buelow reports four families from the church live in Joplin. He has made contact with all of them and they are safe. However, a 20-year-old woman living with her mother lost everything when their apartment building was destroyed. Buelow says the top priority for the relief is to aid that family. 
Meantime, a group of WELS volunteers sponsored by WELS Christian Aid and Relief has begun cleanup efforts near Huntsville, Alabama. 
Two volunteers from congrega​tions in the Appleton, Wisconsin, area were joined by two volunteers from Christ Our Savior Lutheran in Columbia, Tennessee on May 24 to help with cleanup efforts in a neighbor​hood near Lamb of God Lutheran in Madison, Alabama, just west of Huntsville. They are set to be joined by another 20-25 volunteers from Christ Our Savior May 28.
The volunteers have begun clearing debris from around the home of Wade Schubring – a member of Lamb of God whose home suffered repairable structural damage. He and his wife and two children escaped the tornado unharmed. “It’s a great thing they can come help us,” says Schurbring. “It’s just a blessing they’re able to donate their time and resources.” 
When the larger group of volun​teers arrives, cleanup may extend to other homes in the Schubring’s neighborhood. “The cleanup in some of these neighborhoods has only just begun,” says Joni Gruber, a member of Saving Grace who is organizing the congregation for this effort. “To have outside people come in and give local people a break is very helpful. To say the very least, we’re appreciative. Our neighbors are in trouble.” 
Support WELS tornado relief efforts through Christian Aid and Relief. Donate online or send a check to WELS Christian Aid and Relief, 2929 N Mayfair Road, Milwaukee Wisconsin, 53222-4398.

Worldwide gathering of confessional Lutherans
Representatives from about 30 countries will be gathering in Minnesota June 4-6 for the sev​enth triennial convention of the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference—the largest number of countries ever to gather at a meet​ing of the fellowship. 
The representatives include 80 delegates and advisors from at least 19 of the 21 member churches of the CELC as well as guests from about 12 other 
countries. Among the attendees are the presidents of the two conferences of the Lutheran Church of Central Africa – Rev. Davison Mutentami from Zam​bia and Rev. Riphat Matope from Malawi. Representatives of those countries were unable to attend the last CELC convention in Ukraine. 
“The convention is a wonderful opportunity for us to give encour​agement to one another in our Lutheran Christian faith,” says Prof. Thomas Nass, secretary of the CELC planning committee. “A conference like this is important to help keep our international fellow​ship united in doctrine and practice, as we study the Bible together and worship Christ together.”
Delegates will be meeting under the theme “Unity of Spirit – Bond of Peace” at Martin Luther College in New Ulm with a one-day visit to Bethany Lutheran College and Seminary in Mankato, the head​quarters of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod. This is the first time in the history of the CELC, founded in 1993, that a triennial convention has been held in the Midwest. 
All worship services and sessions are open to visitors. The schedule is posted at www.celc.info.
Plans to relocate synod offices move forward
The possible relocation of the synod headquarters came two steps closer to reality last week. First, a contract to sell the current admin​istration building was finalized. The buyer is planning to raze the existing buildings and construct new facilities on the site. The sale price is $2.82 million. The transac​tion will not be finalized until the actual closing of the sale, which is scheduled for January 4, 2012. The closing could take place sooner if the buyer desires to begin con​struction prior to winter.
Second, the synod also reached agreement to purchase an existing building in the western Milwaukee suburb of Pewaukee as the new site of the synod’s administrative offices. The seller accepted an offer of $2.85 million. This trans​action also does not become final until the actual closing, scheduled for July 26, 2011.

The purchase price is only $30,000 more than what will be received for the current building. While the deals are yet to be finalized, President Mark Schroeder says, “We thank God that he has blessed us with a solution that will provide the synod with a new adminis​trative home without the use of mission dollars.” Moving costs and other building preparation will be covered with funds already on hand in the synod’s facilities fund.
The decision to relocate the synod offices was prompted by two major considerations. First, the existing administration building on Mayfair Road in Milwaukee is in need of more than $2 million in major repairs and renovation. “When a developer expressed interest in purchasing the current facility, it seemed to be a good opportunity to consider relocation,” says Schroeder.
The first relocation option consid​ered—building on synod-owned property (such as the campus of the seminary in Mequon)—was ruled out as too costly. A commit​tee then considered 20 existing office buildings in the Milwaukee area. The Pewaukee building stood out as ideal.
The two-story 33,000 square foot building is only nine years old and will require only minimal changes. It also has a full basement that will provide storage space and potential space to house the synod archives. It is located adjacent to I-94 and is easily accessible.
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BIBLE READINGS
JUNE

1.  Acts 7:44-8:4
        17.  Exodus 9
2.  Acts 8:5-25

        18.  Exodus 10, 11

3.  Acts 8:26-40
        19.  Exodus 12:1-36

4.  Acts 9:1-19a
        20.  Exodus 12:37-13:22

5.  Acts 9:19b-31
        21.  Exodus 14:1-15:21

6.  Acts 9:32-42
        22.  Exodus 15:22-16:36

7.  Acts 9:43-10:33
        23.  Exodus 17

8.  Acts 10:34-48
        24.  Exodus 18

9.  Acts 11:1-18
        25.  Exodus 19, 20

10.  Acts 11:19-30
        26.  Acts 12:25-13:12

11.  Acts 12:1-24
        27.  Acts 13:13-43

12.  Exodus 1, 2
        28.  Acts 13:44-52

13.  Exodus 3:1-4:17
        29.  Acts 14:1-12

14.  Exodus 4:18-6:9
        30.  Acts 14:13-28

15.  Exodus 6:10-7:25
        

16.  Exodus 8

JULY

1.  Acts 15-1-12
        17.  Acts 22:17-29
2.  Acts 15:13-34
        18.  Acts 22:30-23:10

3.  Acts 15:35-16:5
        19.  Acts 23:11-35

4.  Acts 16:6-15
        20.  Acts 24:1-21

5.  Acts 16:16-40
        21.  Acts 24:22-25:12

6.  Acts 17:1-15
        22.  Acts 25:13-27

7.  Acts 17:16-34
        23.  Acts 26:1-18

8.  Acts 18:1-17
        24.  Acts 26:19-32

9.  Acts 18:18-28
        25.  Acts 27:1-20

10.  Acts 19:1-20
        26.  Acts 27:21-44

11.  Acts 19:21-41
        27.  Acts 28:1-16

12.  Acts 20:1-16
        28.  Acts 28:17-31

13.  Acts 20:17-38
        29.  Amos 1, 2

14.  Acts 21:1-16
        30.  Amos 3, 4

15.  Acts 21:17-36
        31.  Amos 5, 6

16.  Acts 21:37-22:16
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