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Unchanging Hope for an Ever-changing World

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Hebrews 13:8
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As one year ends and another begins, columnists and commentators look back at the previous year. What changed? What stayed the same? Whose passing did we mourn? Whose new arrival did we celebrate?

At the same time, we make predictions about the coming year. What will the new year hold? What will change? What will stay the same? 

As fun and exciting as it may be to reminisce about the past and dream about the future, it can also be a little sad and scary. Things will likely never be what they used to be. Loved ones who have passed away don’t come back. Jobs that are lost seldom reappear quickly. Even when broken dreams and broken relationships are repaired, they rarely return to their former glory. Many times our experiences in an ever-changing world are difficult.

Yet we sometimes look at our lives and see a need for change. Many of us make New Year’s resolutions: “I’m going to exercise more and eat less.” “I’m going to save more and spend less.” “I’m going to love more and hate less.” But too often, our good intentions disappear, and only poor excuses remain.

No matter what (or who) changes from one year to the next, there is one who never changes—Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He always exists, from before time, throughout the course of time, and at the end of time for eternity. Jesus loved you before you were born. He loves you today, and he will always love you.

That’s what Christmas is all about. Jesus loved you so much that he wanted you to experience his unchanging love forever. So he came into the world to live up to God’s perfect demands in your place. He took the punishment for your imperfection and gave you the reward for his perfection. That reward is an eternity far away from this world’s sorrows and disappointments—the unchanging peace and joy of a place called heaven.

Jesus—the same yesterday, today, and forever—promises to be with us, to love us, to care for us, and to give perfect peace with God to all who trust in him. Only Jesus offers unchanging hope to an ever-changing world. 
 “See You Later”
  
I went to visit an old friend the other day.  I had been informed that my friend had brain cancer and that he would not live much longer. I called and spoke to his wife, who told me that he was always happy to see me, and that the illness was moving much faster than they had at first thought, and that I should come soon.  
The next day I traveled to my friend’s house and found him lying on a couch, in front of the fireplace, which had attracted a couple of kittens, that made good use of a rug that had been placed there, to take a nap.  My friend was very thin and weak from the cancer, but was also very alert and more than willing to reminisce and speak of days gone by.  
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My friend and I had grown up very close because our fathers’ farm land adjoined, and we being the same age, had attended the same school in the same grade, from 1st grade until we graduated from high school.  We attended the same church, Sunday school, and were confirmed together.  In the next several hours, we spoke of many things in the past and then we began to speak about the future.   

My friend is a Christian, who has a strong faith in his Lord and Savior, and we comforted each other in this time of death with prayers and Scripture, and when it came time for me to leave, he reached out his hand for mine and we hugged each other and cried and I turned and walked to the door and as I reached it, I called back to him a parting phrase that I have used all my life “See you later”.   

As I said it, I had the thought that it was not a very wise or nice thing to say to a man who was dying.  But then as I drove away, knowing that I would never see my friend again in this life, I knew that it had meaning for him and I, because I will see him again and we will share all the glory of heaven together, because we have that promise and God is true.  


And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
~ Revelation 21:3,4
Dale Himmer, Evangelism Chairman
Ed. Note: Dale’s friend was welcomed into God’s eternal glory a few days before Christmas.

“What Is Important”

“I want others to know what is important to me.” I believe all of us could truthfully make this statement. We will quite willingly say what is important to us, but many times our actions will not match our words.  We will say driving safely is important, but then while driving pay too much attention to other things. We will say it is important to speak well of others, but get sucked into gossip. All of us will say that feeding our faith is important, but do our actions say the same thing? When we tell our children and others that regularly attending worship services and Sunday school/ Bible class is important, but fail to attend ourselves what message does that send? What about personal Bible study?

 
All of us fail at times on these things. Thanks be to God that Jesus paid for this sin as well as all others. As we enter a new year it is a good time to take a look at our actions. Do they tell our children and others that our faith is important? Pray that the Holy Spirit will motivate us to act in a way that tells our children and others that our faith is important to us without saying a word.   

Jeff Lemke

Spiritual Growth Chairman
i would be true
by Howard Arnold Walter – 1906
I would be true, for there are those who trust me;
I would be pure, for there are those who care;
I would be strong, for there is much to suffer;
I would be brave, for there is much to dare;
I would be brave, for there is much to dare.

I would be friend of all--the foe, the friendless;
I would be giving, and forget the gift;
I would be humble, for I know my weakness;
I would look up, and laugh, and love and lift.
I would look up, and laugh, and love and lift.

I would be faithful through each passing moment;
I would be constantly in touch with God;
I would be strong to follow where He leads me;
I would have faith to keep the path Christ trod;
I would have faith to keep the path Christ trod.

PASTOR RECEIVES CALL TO CRETE, IL     
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Pastor Jeff has received a call to serve as pastor of Zion Lutheran Church in Crete, IL.  It is a congregation of about 540 members and is about 35 miles south of Chicago on the Indiana border. The church jointly operates with a neighboring congregation a preschool, grade school and Illinois Lutheran High School.  


Pastor welcomes all counsel from our members.  Most of all Pastor asks for your prayers of where he may best serve in the Lord’s kingdom.

WHEN TO CALL THE PASTOR

1.  Before going to the hospital – we cannot visit or pray with you unless we know you are there.

2.  Before you set a wedding date.
3.  Before you engage a lawyer when considering divorce or separation.
4.  When a baby is born.
5.  When you would like to talk or pray about a difficult decision.
6.  When there is a death in the family.
7.  When you are depressed.
8.  When alcohol or drugs become a problem for you and someone you love.
9.  When you are unhappy with your pastor about something said or done.
10.  When you know someone who is in need of spiritual help.
11.  At any time when you are not sure whether you should bother the pastor because he is “too busy.”
[image: image20.png]Flows Your
@sim’fua[

\ Health?





[image: image11.wmf] 

ON

-

LINE 

BIBLE 

STUDY

 

OWLS MEETING  

The Southeast Minnesota OWLS will be meeting at Resurrection Lutheran Church in Rochester at 6 PM on Tuesday, January 25, 2011. Members and all who might be interested are encouraged to join us. OWLS (Organization for WELS/ELS Seniors) is for senior (age 55 and up) members of WELS and ELS churches, however all are welcome to attend our meetings.

Our meeting topic will be a presentation by Steve and Karleah Bradley with pictures of their 100 mile, eight day hike in the Swiss Alps. Steve and Karleah are members of Resurrection.
 
Resurrection is at 4520 19th Avenue Northwest in Rochester. Members and guests are welcome. RSVP is not required.

RECORD SNOW – GREAT SHOVELERS


In December we had record snowfall, leading to a record breaking amount of work to keep things cleared for our use of the facility at Christ Our Rock.  We thank all those individuals who helped clear the snow, so that the work of our church could keep going.  We thank the volunteers for giving their time and effort!

CANCELLATION NOTICES


If we feel it is necessary to cancel church services, we will send out an email to those members’ emails we have.  We will also submit it to KTTC-TV. 
ALL COMMITTEE PLANNING
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On Wednesday, January 26, we will hold an All Committee Planning night.  We will start at 7 PM. Following a brief joint meeting, we will break into the individual committee meetings and complete our OPA (Organization, Planning, & Accounting) plans, and Budget requests for the next fiscal year.  Bring your thoughts and plans for 2011-2012.
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What does God say about the meaning of …
       Heaven & hell - Word & Sacraments 

Roles of men & women - Marriage & divorce  Sufferings & blessings - Prayer & answers 

One Bible & different faiths 

Beginning of life & ending of life … and ?????  

In this 9-lesson course we will look at these issues and many more.  This course is designed to introduce the student to the basic truths of Christianity as revealed in the Bible and as confessed by our Lutheran Church.  This class is especially good for the newcomer to Bible study, but is also good for the veteran Bible student.  

We will be starting new classes on Thursday, January 13 from 7-8 pm.   If this time does not work for you, we will try to set up individual times.  If you are interested and would like to register for the class or want more information, please call Pastor at 252-5088.
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Sunday Education Hour Starts January 9 @ 9:15 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

We thank all our parents and volunteers who helped with our Sunday School crafts this past Fall.  Our children were certainly blessed and benefited by our many volunteers.  We thank the Lord for your work among His lambs!!


We are looking for people to help out on a Sunday with a Sunday School craft.  You can choose your own craft or we have craft ideas for you to use.  You can volunteer for one or more Sundays.  A signup sheet is in the entryway.  If you have any questions or want more information, please contact Pastor Bob, 993-9431
A BIBLE STUDY YOU DO AT HOME
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      If you would enjoy a Bible study that talks about events current in the news and what God has to say in the Bible, sign up for this Bible class.  It is entitled, “In The World – In The Word.”  Generally on Friday of each week, a Bible study is emailed out to you.  It will contain a news item and a Bible study on the subject the news item raises.  If you are interested in participating in this Bible study or want more information, please e-mail Pastor at Pastor@ChristOurRock.org. 

THIS MONTH’S BIBLE READINGS
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January

1.  Revelation 3:1-6

2.  Revelation 3:7-13

3.  Revelation 3:14-22

4.  Revelation 4

5.  Revelation 5

6.  Revelation 6

7.  Revelation 7

8.  Revelation 8

9.  Revelation 9

10.  Revelation 10

11.  Revelation 11:1-14

12.  Revelation 11:15-19

13.  Revelation 12:1-9

14.  Revelation 12:10-13:1

15.  Revelation 13:2-10
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
1 
HENSELIN, Mark

3 
SWENSON, Tucker


4 
LIEN, Neil


5 
SOLTAU, Courtney

6 
ANDERSON, Robyn


9 
CRONIN, Kate


HILL, Thomas


16 
LAPLANTE, Christie


LIMPERT, Judy


21
LOTITO, Amy
 

The above are the January birthdays submitted to the church office.  If your birthday is not on the list, we apologize.  Please let the church office know your birth date.  Thank you.
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SCRIPTURE MEMORY PROJECT
Christ Our Rock introduces a challenge for the New Year! Meditation on God's Word keeps us close to Jesus. Committing God's Word to memory and encouraging fellow believers in that endeavor helps us ALL to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior.

Here is how it works:

· On the 1st and 15th of each month (or close, if I forget!) I will send out an email reminding you of the date and asking what your next scripture verse will be. You choose which verses you're memorizing - 2 per month.
· You pick one out and write back to me, letting me know what you've picked. You can add why you chose that verse, but it's not necessary. It would also be good to share which translation you're using. Remember, pick something that is special to you. Short, simpler verses are wonderful -- they're easier to learn! It will be fun to read what verses everyone has chosen.
· Keep a small notebook (spiral index cards work well).  Write each verse down and take it with you wherever you go so you can read and meditate on it whenever you have a minute.  As we get later in the year, we'll have more verses to review. 
· This is not a test. You will not have to stand up at church to recite your verse. (Amen!) This is mainly for your benefit, but also to help build each other up in the faith. By the end of the year, each of us will have learned 24 Bible verses!
To sign up by January 1 (or as soon as you see this message), email Sara Schleicher at sarasteve@myclearwave.net with your

Name:

Bible Verse:

Translation:

Reason why I chose this passage: (optional)

Example:
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Sara Schleicher
Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. Proverbs 3:3 (NIV)
Why I chose this passage: I love to read God's Word, but I have very little of it committed to memory (written on my heart)
INSTEAD

Instead of making a New Year's resolution 
Consider committing to a biblical solution 
Your promises are easily broken 
Empty words, though earnestly spoken 
But God's Word transforms the soul 
By His Holy Spirit making you whole 
As you spend time alone with Him 
He will change you from within 

-- Mary Fairchild 

Precious Pebbles Preschool Nuggets

With the wild weather we experienced at the end of December, some of our Christmas parties have been rescheduled for the start of school in January.  Monday PM and Tuesday AM sessions will have their parties on January 3 and 4 when we return to school.  
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Thank you to all those who have been turning in the milk tops for preschool.  I am looking for a volunteer to help with sorting and counting of the milk tops.  If you are interested, please talk to Judy  or e-mail me at  hauski@charter.net.


I also take Campbell's soup labels and Box Tops for Education to turn into Resurrection Lutheran School.  There is a can in the kitchen where you can place all these items.  Thank you for your support.

Just Suppose

Just suppose that your church membership was good only for one year at a time and that its renewal depended upon your faithfulness in attendance, stewardship and service.  Would you retain your membership?


Just suppose that the membership was limited to those who could give a valid written excuse for absences.  Would your absences be acceptable?
Just suppose some parents could look into the future and see the dreadful results of neglecting teaching and discipline.  Would they be different parents?


Just suppose people were as enthusiastic about church events as they are about sporting events.  Would there not be a marked difference in the life of the church?


Just suppose that you were called upon to explain why your church should continue your name on its membership roll.  Could you do it?


Just suppose that every member of the church attended as often as you.  Would we need more seating, or would the building be closed and up for sale?


Suppose that we stop supposing and renew our dedication to the high calling of Jesus Christ.  Our attendance and stewardship would increase sharply.

As we come to the time of the year when we consider together the nature of our Christian lives and plan together toward the upcoming year, it is something to think about!

~ Grace Lutheran, South St, Paul, MN Adapted
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OFFERING ENVELOPES: 
 
 The 2011 offering envelopes are in the entryway.  Please pick up your box today.  If there is not a box for you, please let Pastor Limpert or Financial Secretary Gretchen Schroeder know.  Thank you!
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OUR FOOD SHELF EMPTY   

This past Christmas we again gave a donation of non-perishable food items to our worker training school, Martin Luther College in New Ulm.  The food helps support married students who are studying for the pastoral and teaching ministry.  We are now in need of restocking our community food shelf.  We are in need of donations of all items: canned food, cereals, toiletries and paper products.  A bin is in the church entryway to place your donations.  Thank you!



To those …

who sent holiday greetings & gifts

who caroled the joy of Christmas

who decorated our sanctuary

who used their talents to make this holiday a 

special holiday

who brought us again in word and song the 

ever-old and ever-new message of Christ’s coming


who brightened our spirit’s with the light of 

their own Christmas joy

and last but not least, who found time in this 

busy season to carry on with the ordinary but necessary tasks that keep us functioning as a church  … many thanks!!

Thank you very much & God’s blessing to all!

from,

The Hagglund, Limpert & Seifert families
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Situation in Haiti still “critical”
Mr. Mark Vance, director of op​erations for WELS Christian Aid and Relief, on Monday completed a four-day trip to Haiti to survey orphanages in the Leogane re​gion, about 18 miles west of Port au Prince. The purpose of the trip was to determine how effectively a grant from the committee is be​ing used and to assess the poten​tial for continuing humanitarian aid and future mission efforts in the region and other areas of the country.
Nearly a year after an earth​quake devastated Haiti, Vance describes the situation as still “extremely critical.” He visited 6 of 19 orphanages caring for more than 800 children serviced by the International Medical Alliance of Tennessee (IMA)—an associa​tion WELS teamed with in the months following the earthquake to provide nursing care to the injured. Caretakers are strug​gling to provide basic necessities including food, water, sanitation, and health care.
Christian Aid and Relief issued a $25,000 grant to the IMA last month to begin digging wells for drinking water and building latrines to improve sanitation. Work at 5 of the 19 orphanages is complete and Vance says the improvements are making “a huge difference” in the health of the children at those locations. Work at the other orphanages is expected to be completed within three weeks.
Long-term, Vance calls the op​portunity for gospel outreach here “incredible.” He spoke with the headmasters of all six orphan​ages he visited—each would wel​come efforts on the part of WELS missionaries. Christian Aid and Relief will also be considering additional requests from the IMA to provide further humanitarian aid to the orphanages.
Despite the highly publicized cholera epidemic in Haiti, Vance says the biggest concern ex​pressed by most people is the political violence. “Very little has been done to improve the country since the earthquake,” he says. Despite the potential for violence, Vance was determined to make the trip. “How can you not go?” he says. “I’m looking at how can we improve conditions for these people.” 
Fund keeps pace
Despite the challenging economy, WELS Church Extension Fund (CEF) continues to finance con​struction of new church buildings for mission congregations at typi​cal annual levels.
Construction on ten new church buildings financed through WELS CEF was completed this past year—the latest was Abiding Grace in Covington, Georgia, which dedicated its new facility on October 24. The loans to the ten congre​gations total over $10 million. Outstanding loans to 223 congre​gations now stand at more than $122 million.
The loans to mission congrega​tions are made possible through investments from individuals and other congregations. Mr. Jim Buelow, president of WELS CEF, reports those investments totaled $66 million in the fiscal year end​ing June 30, 2010.
More than 5,500 individuals and congregations are invested with WELS CEF. “We are thankful for their continued trust and support under the current financial condi​tions,” Buelow says. “Providing a reasonable return for our inves​tors along with low-interest loans to mission congregations is our objective. Congregations with loans have been diligent in their repayments even in this challeng​ing economic climate—for which we are extremely thankful.”
WELS CEF is a self-supporting, not-for-profit corporation, af​filiated with WELS. In coopera​tion with the Board for Home Missions, WELS CEF provides financing to mission congrega​tions so they can buy land and either build or renovate worship facilities. In addition, WELS CEF provides matching grants to those qualifying mission congre​gations to help reduce the amount they have to finance for their land purchases and building projects.
“Nine congregations received grants this past year, totaling just over $1.2 million,” added Bue​low. “That makes more than $23 million in grants WELS CEF has disbursed since 1993.” Grants are made possible by gifts, dona​tions, and bequests given directly to WELS CEF.
Learn how to invest with WELS CEF or how to support the grant program with gifts and donations at www.welscef.org.
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16.  Revelation 13:11-18


17.  Revelation 14:1-5


18.  Revelation 14:6-13


19.  Revelation 14:14-20


20.  Revelation 15


21.  Revelation 16


22.  Revelation 17


23.  Revelation 18:1-20


24.  Revelation 18:21-19:10


25.  Revelation 19:11-21


26.  Revelation 20:1-10


27.  Revelation 20:11-15


28.  Revelation 21:1-8


29.  Revelation 21:9-21


30.  Revelation 21:22-22:5


31.  Revelation 22:6-21
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