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May the wonderful blessing of Christmas

be with you throughout the New Year
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Christmas is indeed very old,
Again and again the story’s been told.

But still to God’s children it always is new,

Sweet and refreshing as morning dew!
Christmas is “Emmanuel!”

“God with us,” the Bible does tell,

God’s own Son, Who came to this earth,

Leaving His throne for a humble birth!
Christmas is this wonderful thing,
Of which the choirs of heaven did sing,

So the redeemed will finally shout:
“Thanks be to God, He brought it about!”

Christmas is the Savior from sin,

Needed by even the best of men;

He came to bring us to heaven above,

To share His divine, everlasting love.

Christmas is the “Unspeakable Gift,”

Which – Glory to God – has mended the rift

And now it gives peace, sweet peace to the heart
Instead of the sin that kept apart.
Christmas is, ah, so many things;

Best of all is the joy that it brings,

Joy that comes from the realms above,

Joy that springs from the Father’s love!

As we now say “Merry Christmas to you,”

We trust that it means all of this to you, too,

May heavenly love with you dwell
And richly fill your life in 2012!
Merry Christmas & A Blessed New Year,
Christ Our Rock Staff

Pastor Jeff & Judy

Anne Hagglund

Cathy Klindworth
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Christmas – 
God’s Gift to You

When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law,

to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.

Galatians 4:4-5
It’s the moment for which children wait so excitedly: the time for tearing open Christmas presents. It’s thrilling to see their excitement and joy to find out what lies beneath the bow and paper. But often, just as quickly as the excitement erupted, it begins to disappear. When the flying bows and paper settle, feelings of disappointment and ingratitude so often start to surface. The moment everyone so eagerly looked forward to so soon ends up becoming yet another disappointment. 

For so many the Christmas season and celebration ends up like the boxes strewn across the floor—empty. Christmas is about giving and receiving gifts, but its focus is not on the gifts and presents placed under a tree. The focus of Christmas is a baby who is God in human flesh placed in a manger.

Christmas is the celebration of the gift of God’s one and only Son, a gift he gave to the world. It’s the gift that I need, that you need, that this whole world needs. You see, this world—including you and me—is wrapped and covered in sin.  It’s this covering of sin that leaves us empty and disappointed and looking for more gifts and other presents that we hope will fill the void. But they can’t.
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It is only through the gift of God’s Son, and His life and death that removes from you the ugly covering and wrapping of your sins. Jesus did not come to be placed under a Christmas tree, but to hang upon a tree, not as an ornament, but as the one who would die upon it to pay for all of your sins. His perfect, innocent life and death are gifts He offers to you to make you His perfect and holy child and heir of heaven.

Christmas is so much more than presents placed beneath a tree. It’s the sure and certain fulfillment of God’s most treasured gift to you, your Savior from sin, Jesus Christ. It’s a gift we share. It’s a gift we enjoy this season and all year long.

A Prayer

by Martin Luther


Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Make thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart, that it may be
A quiet chamber kept for Thee.

My heart for very joy doth leap,
My lips no more can silence keep, 
I too must sing, with joyful tongue,
That sweetest ancient song, 

Glory to God in highest heaven,
Who unto man His Son hath given
While angels sing with pious mirth.
A glad new year to all the earth!
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Midweek Advent Services:

NEW CHRISTMAS CLASSICS 
At this time of year, we hear holiday music – almost continuously.  Holiday tunes can be heard on the radio and TV, and in stores and elevators.  Some of today’s songs are beautiful and point us to the birth of a Savior from sin. Some are terrible and point us away from the Babe of Bethlehem.  Our midweek Advent series is to reflect on a few of the so called modern “classic” songs of today in the light of God’s Word.  As we look at these modern day classics, we will rejoice in the ancient truth that “to us is born this day in the City of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord,”

November 30th – Blue Christmas

December 7th – Mary, did you know?

December 14th – Oh, you better watch out

ADVENT SOUP & SANDWICH SUPPERS
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Prior to our midweek Advent Services, we will be having Advent suppers.  We will be serving soup and sandwiches for the suppers.  We are asking again this year for 3-4 families each Wednesday to host and serve.   A signup sheet is in the entryway if you would like to help host a supper.  All are invited to attend and join in the fellowship starting at 6:15 PM.
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THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS
C hristmas means

  H earts warmed by the 

    R ealization that,

      I n spite of our 

        S in, God loved us so much

          T hat He gave His Son
Dear Sunday School Parents,
       I’m asking for parents’ help in preparing your child for the Christmas Eve service.  All children grades Pre-K-8 will take part in the service.  Please help your child to memorize the recitations and song verses that will be sent home with them.

      On Sunday, December 4th, we will start group practices.    The more they can learn at home the easier it will be during group practices. 

      We will be wearing costumes this year.  We have a dress rehearsal planned for Friday, December 23rd at 6:00 PM.  It’s important for everyone to be there. If you know you can’t be at the final practice, please let me know.

If you have any questions or know you will be gone, please let me know right away.

Thanks for all your help!

Judy
hauski@charter.net
507-273-5535
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 The Trees of Christmas

Precious Pebbles Preschool

Christmas Service                               

Thursday, December 8th 

7:00 PM

 The preschool children will present in word and song the story of Jesus’ birth through the many trees mentioned in the Bible.  Please join us for a special evening of praise and worship through the eyes of little ones. 

 Volunteers are needed to provide cookies and bars and to serve after the service.  A signup sheet can be found in the entryway.  This is a great opportunity to greet and welcome the families of our preschool to our church.  Please join us!
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December 25th, 10:30 AM
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CHRISTMAS-4-KIDS

Hey Parents! Looking for some free time to do last minute shopping or gift wrapping before Christmas?  Bring your kids to church on 

Saturday, December 10th
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

IT’S A BIRTHDAY PARTY!

Age 3 - 3rd grade are invited!

      We will have stories, a Christmas video, crafts, singing, treats, cookie decorating, lunch and a lot more.    But most importantly, the children will learn the true meaning of the first Christmas and why Jesus and His birth are so special.  To register call 252-5088.

CONGREGATIONAL CAROLING

Everyone is invited to join us for Christmas caroling on Tuesday, December 13th.  We will meet at church at 6:00 PM to go caroling.  We will return to church for fellowship & food.  Come join us!!
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS BAGS
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Each year, Christ Our Rock hands out Christmas bags to the children who attend and/or participate in our Christmas Eve service.  Your help is needed!  We are asking members to make donations of candy.  We will need the donations by Sunday, December 18th.  All donations may be put in the church kitchen.  Thank you!
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SNOW REMOVAL HELP NEEDED
We need help keeping our sidewalks clear of snow this winter season.  If you can operate a snow shovel or snow-blower, we could use your help.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Kelly O’Marro.
Adult Fellowship:
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A Christmas Open House  
All adults are invited to a Christmas Open House at the home of Dale and Deb Crist on Friday, December 9th, beginning at 5:30 PM.   If you would like to bring a small appetizer/treat to share that would be appreciated but not at all necessary.   Just come for a night of fellowship!  Dale and Deb's address is 3418 Pine Tree Court NE, Rochester.  If directions are needed, contact the Crist's at 285-1330.
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POINSETTIAS 
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The poinsettia plant has become a part of our Christmas celebration.  Its colors (red and green) are the colors of Christmas.  But do you know why? 

The green of the plant represents life.  This is the life of Jesus who came into this world to live for us.  It reminds us that as Jesus still lives so shall we.  It represents life we have in Jesus.      Jesus won for us eternal life by His death on the cross.

This brings us to the color red.  The red signifies the holy and precious blood that Jesus shed on the cross in order to pay for the sins of the whole world.  From the shedding of His innocent blood, we have the gift of life.  Through His suffering and death, He won for us forgiveness of sins and salvation.

The poinsettia reminds us of Jesus’ work of saving us.  That is why we place this plant in our homes and church at this time of year.  
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We are asking our members again to help beautify our church with poinsettias.  We are making poinsettias available for our members to purchase at a cost of $8.50 per plant. We will display them around the church’s sanctuary.  Following the Christmas service, members are then welcome to take their plant home.

A sign-up sheet is in the church entryway.  Please sign up today!  Thank you! 

MIDWEEK WORSHIP HOURS
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It was kind of a slow start, but we are starting to see more and more people regularly use our Thursday evening services. Because of Wednesday evening services for Thanksgiving Eve and Advent, we will discontinue the Thursday services until Thursday, December 29th.  
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY Women’s Bible Study will be on Sunday, December 4th at 7:00 PM at Ascension.  All women are invited to attend.

TALK ABOUT JESUS
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Telling people about Jesus is not always easy for us. We struggle with expressing our faith clearly and correctly.

Relying on Jesus' promise to always be with us, we can talk about Him because we know Who He is and what He has done for us. We can say, "I am a Christian and, although I have repeatedly disobeyed God in what I say and do, Jesus has paid for my sins by His death on the cross. I know I am forgiven. I know I will live with God forever in heaven, and I know God helps me every day to live more like my Savior wants me to live." We can say, "I go to church and worship God because I need to be reassured again and again of the forgiveness of my sins. Hearing and learning God's Word gives me renewed strength and courage to live each day to please and serve Him."

When talking about Jesus, it is helpful to learn and use a witness outline. The familiar words of the Apostles' Creed serve very well to explain truths of the Christian faith. You can say, "I believe and worship God Who is the all-powerful Creator of everything. I believe in God's eternal Son, Jesus Christ, Who in great love came to rescue us from eternal death, which we deserve as sinners. I believe in God the Holy Spirit Who has given me the sure hope of heaven and helps me in my daily struggles until I get there." 

You can also use a Bible verse as a witness outline, such as Romans 6:23, "The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord." God's law is taught in the first half of the verse and God's gospel is the second half. By explaining the key words: sin - wages - death - gift of God - eternal life - Jesus Christ our Lord, you will be telling a person the main truths of Christian faith.
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BUILDING ON THE ROCK OFFERING UPDATE
“What a blessing!”  This is the reaction heard over and over when told of our mortgage appeal fund.  The Lord has blessed us with over $176,000 in gifts and commitments.  What a blessing from our Lord!
What does this mean for Christ Our Rock?  It means that we will be able to ensure our mortgage payments are made in the fiscal years 2012-13, 2013-14, and 2014-15.  It also means that we will be able to expand our ministries at Christ Our Rock.  This could mean restoring some ministries cut back in recent years and expanding into new ministry areas.  It could also include catching up on some needed maintenance projects.  

Dan Anderson, our congregational chairman, will be appointing a special Long Range Planning Committee.  This committee will start meeting in January.  They will study our church past and present ministry plans, look at the various opportunities and submit a long range plan to our Lay Ministry Board and the congregation.

We thank the Lord and the many members who worked diligently in carrying out this special offering.  What a blessing!!
QUESTIONS ASKED ABOUT THE OFFERING

When do I start giving my gifts to “building on the Rock”?


You can start giving yours immediately.

Am I to use special envelopes?


There are special envelopes in a basket in the church entryway that you can use, if you want.  Otherwise you can just write on your regular church offering envelope your gift to the mortgage fund.  For example on your envelope you can write:
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Mortgage Fund $________

General Fund $_________

This will help our Counting Committee in recording our offerings.

Can I still make a gift or commitment to Building on the Rock?


Yes.  There are commitment forms and commitment guides in the entryway to help you with your decision.

What if my personal circumstances change, can I change my commitment?


Only the Lord totally knows what the future holds.  If you find your personal circumstances change, you can adjust your gift giving as the Lord has blessed you, whether that is increase or decrease in your commitment. 

Can I give stock or other assets?

Yes, Stocks can be donated through Christ our Rock’s brokerage account.  Other assets can be donated directly to Christ our Rock.  For more information, please contact the church office 252-5088.

FOOD PANTRY 
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At the end of October, our Food Shelf was out of food.  We sent out an appeal.  The food shelves are now full!  Thanks to everyone who brought food items for the food shelf.  Thank you for the generous donations.    It has been our experience that our food shelf gets a lot of use during the winter months, especially around the holidays. Thank you again for your contributions 
Scholastic Book Orders FROM PRECIOUS PEBBLES Preschool
Throughout the school year our preschool offer Scholastic book orders to the preschool families.  These are flyers from which you can order books.  They are generally very reasonably priced.  Orders can even be placed on line.  Our preschool would like to open this up to all members of Christ Our Rock. If you are interested in receiving these book order flyers, please let Judy Limpert know.  She will place them in your mailbox at church.  If you have any questions, you can call Judy at 273-5535 or    e-mail at hauski@charter.net. 

DeCEMBER Bible Readings
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1. 1 Corinthians 5, 6
2. 1 Corinthians 7
3. 1 Corinthians 8, 9
4. 1 Corinthians 10:1-11:1
5. 1 Corinthians 11:2-34
6. 1 Corinthians 12
7. 1 Corinthians 13
8. 1 Corinthians 14
9. 1 Corinthians 15:1-34
10. 1 Corinthians 15:35-58
11. 1 Corinthians 16
12. Psalm 30
13. Psalm 31


14. Psalm 32
15. Psalm 33
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LUTHERAN PIONEERS -
Christmas Caroling, Party & Potluck Dinner - December 4th
1:15 pm - Meet at Resurrection Church, 1:30-3:30 pm - Christmas Caroling, 3:30-4:50 pm - Prayer/Devotion & Party, 5-6 pm - Potluck, 6-6:30 pm - Clean up.  Pioneer families are invited to the caroling, party and potluck.  Please bring a main dish to pass, plus a dessert or salad. See you there!  Reminder - 2012 Pioneer Chester Woods Campout forms need to be returned to Joe Kirscht by 12/31/11.
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OUR CHURCH MEMBERS Celebrating Birthdays in December…

We would like to wish a Happy Birthday and God’s continued blessings to the following members celebrating birthdays this Month:

            Deb Christ            

 Dec 1

            Gretchen Schroeder 

 Dec 1


Pat Cronin

     
 Dec 4

           Ted Waller                 
 Dec 5

           Jenny Gilgenbach       
 Dec 7

           Kaili Gathje                
 Dec 9

           Joshua Limpert          
 Dec 12


           Greg Schramm           
 Dec 17


           Hasmin Wicklund      
 Dec 26

           Sarah Ortmeier          
 Dec 27


           Dale Peterson             
 Dec 27


           Jacob Limpert           
 Dec 31


           Gail Maas                   
 Dec 31

Did we miss your birthday?  We encourage all of our members to let us know their birthday, so that we can share in each other’s celebration.  To let us know contact the church office at 252-5088 or Office@ChristOurRock.org
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“Come Worship The Prince of Peace!”

Preschool Christmas Service, Thursday, December 8th 7:00 PM

Christmas Eve Service, Saturday, December 24th 6:00 PM

Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25, 10:30 AM

New Year’s Communion Service: 
Thursday, December 29th at 6:30 PM or
Sunday, January 1st at 10:30 AM

[image: image8.png]



� EMBED Word.Picture.8 ���





�





Christmas Eve Worship Hour


December 24th, 6:00 PM


 Still, Still, Still
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16. Psalm 34


17. Psalm 35


18. Psalm 36


19. Psalm 37:1-20


20. Psalm 37:21-40	


21. Psalm 38	


22. Psalm 39


23. Psalm 40:1-10


24. Psalm 40:11-17


25. Psalm 41


26. 2 Corinthians 1-1-11


27. 2 Corinthians 1:12-22


28. 2 Corinthians 1:23-2:17


29. 2 Corinthians 3:1-4:6


30. 2 Corinthians 4:7-5:10


31. 2 Corinthians 5:11-6:10











Our Holiday Schedule


�





Midweek Advent Soup…………………………	December 7 & 14……….. 6:15-6:40 PM


Midweek Advent Service………………………. December 7 & 14 ……….7:00 PM


Precious Pebbles Preschool Christmas Service	December 8………………7:00 PM


Christmas-4-Kids ……………………………… December 10 ………….   10 AM–2 PM


Christmas Caroling ……………………………. December 13…………….. 6:00 PM


RLS Christmas Service…………………………	December 18……………. 3:00 PM


Sunday School Christmas Rehearsal …………..	December 23 …………….6:00 PM


Christmas Eve ………………………………….	December 24……………. 6:00 PM


Christmas Day ………………………………….	December 25…………..  10:30 AM


No Education Hour …………………………….	December 25 & January 1


New Year’s Service (Same as Jan. 1st) ………..	December 29 …………… 6:30 PM


New Year’s Day ……………………………….  January 1    …………   10:30 AM (No 8 AM)


Education Hour Resumes ……………………… January 8    …………….. 9:15 AM
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