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Can God take my guilt away?

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us,

so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.



2 Corinthians 5:21
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“I wish I could take it all away,” Mom whispered to her suffering five-year-old son. He had the flu for a couple of days now, and Mom’s heart was broken. As he lay in his bed suffering from the chills and a fever, there wasn’t much Mom could do except give him some children’s flu medicine and just be there for him. Mom felt helpless and wished she could take it all away from him. She even wished she could have the flu instead of her son.

When children are sick, the love of Mom and Dad really starts to shine through. In a heartbeat, parents go to extra lengths to make sure their kids are feeling as comfortable as possible. If you’re a parent, you’ve been there. You make sure their pillow is extra fluffy. You bring their favorite juice box. You provide their favorite movie to watch. And any time you hear them call, you quickly respond with, “What can I do for you?” The love of Mom and Dad goes so far that if they could take the sickness away, even become sick instead of their child, they would. But they can’t, and it hurts.

Has there ever been a time when you wished you could take it all away? Not just a sickness of a child, but something you did that you really regret? Maybe it was something you did to end a close relationship with a friend. Maybe you said something to a family member that you wish you could take back. Maybe it was something that only you know about, but it haunts you each day.

It’s at moments like those that God’s love really starts to shine through. He knows your sin, your guilt, your regrets. But he doesn’t just wish he could take them away. He did take them away. He forgave them all! He took your sin and guilt away when he put them on his only Son. He loves you so much that he had his only Son, Jesus, die for your sin so that you wouldn’t have to. God forgave your guilt and now considers you right with him because of what Jesus did for you.

Wish your guilt and regrets could be taken away? They were. In their place he gives you forgiveness and eternal life. Now that’s a love that shines through!
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ThANk YOU!  
We thank you Bob for a job well done.  May God continue bless you for He indeed blessed us through you!  Thank you! 
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Ten Years Later….

This year Christ Our Rock will be celebrating the tenth anniversary of moving into our current location at 3040 Stonehedge Dr.  As one of those who were there when it happened, I still think about it and marvel at how the Lord provided for His little flock.

In the late 1990’s, Christ Our Rock was a congregation of less than 100 members.  We had been meeting in the Izaak Walton League Cabin near Silver Lake.  While the facility had been a great blessing to us in our early years, the fact that it was tucked away on a ‘dead end’ residential street had greatly limited our presence in the community.  We were comfortable there but we realized that our outreach was limited, and that under God’s guidance we needed to find a better location.  Still with so few members and limited funding the task seemed daunting.

After Century High School was built and city sewer and water went beyond East Circle Drive, land prices near Viola Road were at a premium.  When our land search committee first approached the owners of our current property they weren’t interested in selling.  They intended to hold the land for a few years to let the value grow as other development occurred in the area.  Other parcels in the area were available, but were too expensive or had other issues.  Then a few short months later we learned that the land was available and at an extremely low price.  It was clear to see God’s hand guiding our future.

Even with the land purchased potential obstacles loomed before us.  The building of the high school had run millions of dollars over budget when the builders hit bedrock close to the surface and had to blast through it to put in the necessary footings and foundation.  What would we find on our building site?  Core samples revealed that we would have sufficient depth to build but with only inches to spare.  Thank you Lord!

Finally, there was the actual construction of the building.  Members Dave Larson was the general contractor and Kermit Oldre was the construction manager for the project.  To further reduce expenses, the congregation provided ‘sweat equity’ by painting and doing some of the finishing work.  Building Chairman Dale Volkman led the charge with many others joining in service to their Lord.  After many long days and late nights the work was done.

In September 2001 we began worshipping in our new church building.  Since then our flock has tripled in size and hundreds of guests and visitors have had the opportunity to hear the Gospel.  It has become necessary to increase our staffing and to add an education wing to handle our growth.  Indeed God continues to richly bless us!

In Christ,

Dale Peterson

[image: image10.wmf] 

[image: image20.png]Were thankful for you!





[image: image11.jpg]


“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now…”  Philippians 1:3-5

An Appeal from

Lutheran Institutional

Ministry Association (LIMA)
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Last year at this time we approached you with the financial needs of our campus and hospital ministries. Your encouraging response was genuine, heartwarming, and deeply appreciated. Thank you!

Once again we are compelled to approach you for help. We have experienced another decrease in Synod subsidy for our campus ministries, a drop of $1,500 a month. Gifts from members and friends tend to decline substantially during the summer 
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months and we’ve again reached the borrowing limit of $17,000 on our line of credit.  Most painfully, we’ve had to postpone monthly payments to all of our ministries, in some cases for two months, which puts us even further behind. 

We cannot emphasize enough how grateful we have been for your faithful and consistent support for this valuable ministry over the years! We are privileged to serve as the extension of your congregation while your members are away from home. God has blessed this ministry and used it to bring untold numbers of patients, family members, and students the comfort and joy of God’s Word in some of the most challenging moments in their lives. And those moments keep on coming.

This is why we appeal to you again as partners in this gospel ministry. Would you and your congregations consider an extra gift for LIMA at this time? Your gifts can be directed through your congregational offerings, or can be sent directly to LIMA at PO Box 13, Austin, MN 55912-0013. We thank God for all of you!

In our Savior,
Pastor Dean Gunn
 Chairman

Lutheran Institutional Ministry Association
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BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS 

FOR NON-MEMBERS & MEMBERS ALIKE
[image: image14.emf]What does God say about the meaning of life & death, heaven & hell, men & women, suffering & blessings, prayer & peace?  In this 9-lesson course we will look at these issues and many more.  This course is designed to introduce the student to the basic truths of Christianity as revealed in the Bible and as confessed by our Lutheran Church.  This class is especially good for the newcomer to Bible study, but is also good for the veteran Bible student.  We will be starting new classes on Thursday, September 8th 7:30 pm.  If this time doesn’t work for you, we will try to set up individual times.  For more information or to enroll, please speak with Pastor.

SCHOOL REGISTRATION & TUITION 
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Registration for 2010-2011 school year at Resurrection 
Lutheran School will be held on August 4th from 4-7 PM & August 16th, 9 am – 1 pm.  Christ Our Rock pays 50% of tuition for all its members.  A special tuition assistance fund has been established for those families in financial need.  More information may be obtained by calling the school office at 282-8280.
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GOING OFF TO COLLEGE?


If you will be attending college away from home this next school year, please give us your new address, phone number and e-mail.  Thank you!
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PRECIOUS PEBBLES PRESCHOOL

Thank you to the families that have designated their Kwik Trip rebate as gifts to Precious Pebbles.  I hope to purchase a laminating machine and new curriculum materials soon.  Thank you so much for your generosity to our school

Remember Precious Pebbles as you clean out your closets to see if you have anything in our “Trash to Treasure List” below.  If you have any of these things and want to get rid of them, the preschool can use them.  Thank you!

TRASH TO TREASURE LIST

Craft scraps - (rick rack, pipe cleaners, sequins, ribbon etc.)

Pringles Chips containers

Watermelon Seeds (Rinsed)

Paint Stirrers

Cookie Sheets

Gift Bows

Gift Wrap Scraps

Carpet Samples

Parmesan Cheese Containers (Rinsed)

Small Paper Plates

Aquarium Rocks

Washable Stamp Pads

Large Index Cards

Three Ring Photo Albums Pages

Construction Paper
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HELP OUR PRESCHOOL MINISTRY:  

If you are a customer of Kwik Trip  and would like to help out our church’s preschool, we have something for you to consider.  You are now able to donate your Kwik Trip rebate checks to Precious Pebbles Preschool, and Kwik Trip will add an additional percentage to the rebate.  If you wish to apply for the program, please call toll-free 1-888-736-5945 or visit www.kwiktrip.com to sign up for the program and designate Precious Pebbles Preschool as your charity. An instruction sheet on how to apply online is in the entryway.  We also collect Kwik Trip milk jug and bag tops, which we turn in for educational rewards.  They can be placed in the designated can in the kitchen.
FOOD SHELF
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The Mary-Martha Group has   designated August as their “Food Shelf Month”.  During August, we will be looking to stock up our food shelf for the fall.  Donations of non-perishable food items, soap, and paper products can be placed in the Mary-Martha bin in the entryway.  Throughout the year, many individuals and families have made use of our food shelf.  Thank you for your past donations!

WEW 2011
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SEPTEMBER 9, 10, 11 2011

Salem Lutheran Church

14940 - 62nd St. North, Stillwater, MN
“Keep Me as the Apple of Your Eye”
- Psalm 17:8

All events will be held at Salem Lutheran Church except Dinner Buffet

Keynotes

Mary, Martha, and Rachel Ray - Valerie Johnson

I admit it. I'm a Martha. I love to prepare, entertain, and be busy. And I'm proud of it. I often marvel at what a joy and honor it must have been to prepare a meal for our Savior. Women like Martha are needed in the Body of Christ too. Hospitality and encouragements are Spiritual gifts as is the love that goes into such preparations. Join me in celebrating the Martha in all of us as we take Mary's example and listen at our Savior's feet.

Ten Lessons From Our Heavenly Father - Naomi Schmidt

Ten Lessons to my beloved daughter/Ten Lessons from our loving Father" In looking to encourage her daughter as a new mom, Naomi found refreshing insights about our Heavenly Father's perfect love and care for us!

Nursing in a Disaster Zone - Pat Schlosser

Following disasters, it's easy for nurses to feel like they want to go out and "save the world". But we quickly realized that we couldn't save them all. What a huge blessing to know that we didn't have to - we simply needed to tell them about Jesus, who already did. From NYC to Haiti, I was given many unique opportunities to experience mission work first hand and to see the amazing difference God can make in people's lives - including my own.

Sessions

How to Build a Strong Parent/Child Relationship - Sarah Reik

Discuss and share practical ways to establish the essential elements of love and discipline in the home, as we strive to build healthy, positive, and long lasting relationships with our children.

God’s Personality Theory - Sarah Reik

We will explore the ways in which we are “fearfully & wonderfully made,” and discover not only what we are, but more importantly, who we are as children of God.

The Three “Mosts” of Motherhood - Sarah Reik

We will consider God’s word and what He says about what is most important, most comforting, and most powerful for Christian mothers/parents to remember as they are raising their children.

Power Wives Wield - Valerie Johnson

Learn how much power the Lord has given wives to encourage and strengthen their husbands and their marriages. We have the power to make it or break it ladies… …how are you using your power?

Time Out to Refocus - Valerie Johnson

Do you have every hour of the day mapped out? Do you feel full or empty in the midst of your busy life? Time Out!

Contentment - Naomi Schmidt

Contentment is often elusive and has been since the Garden of Eden, when Eve wanted something more (than a perfect life with a perfect husband). How do we find contentment in Christ, and how can we rest there?
More information on this conference can be found in the church entryway or at salemlutheran.org\wew 
THANK YOU!
Dear members of Christ Our Rock,

Thank you for the many cards, calls, emails and especially your prayers while I recovered from my back injury. Your kindness is greatly appreciated.  While nobody wants to spend their vacation with fractured vertebras, I am thankful that all is going very well.  I am now back to work fulltime.  Please feel free to call on me.  May God bless you all for your patience, kindness and thoughtfulness!
In Christ,

Pastor Jeff

THANK YOU! – AGAIN!

At the end of May, we put out the appeal for funds to meet about a $20,000 debt.  Through the generosity of our members and goodness of our LORD, we were able to end the month of June (our fiscal year) with all our bills and Missions paid.  While we still have a significant amount due Resurrection, we were able to cut the owed amount in half.  Thank you all!  Most of all, thank you Lord!

Got to work this weekend?
Going away for the weekend?

WE HAVE THURSDAY EVENING SERVICES!

Thursdays at 6:30 PM
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August Bible Readings
1. Amos 6 


2. Amos 7:1-8:3 


3. Amos 8:4-9:15 

4. Hosea 1, 2 


5. Hosea 3 


6. Hosea 4:1-5:14 

7. Hosea 5:15-8:14 

8. Hosea 9, 10 


9. Hosea 11, 12 

10. Hosea 13, 14 

11. Psalms 13, 14 

12. Psalm 15, 16 

13. Psalm 17 


14. Psalm 18:1-30 

15. Psalm 18:31-50 

16. Psalm 19 


17. Psalm 20, 21 

18. Psalm 22:1-21 


19. Psalm 22:22-31 


20. Psalm 23, 24 


21. Psalm 25 


22. Psalm 26 


23. Psalm 27 


24. Psalm 28, 29 


25. 1 Thessalonians 1 


26. 1 Thessalonians 2 


27. 1 Thessalonians 3 


28. 1 Thessalonians 4 


29. 1 Thessalonians 5 


30. 2 Thessalonians 1 


31. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 
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FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER

Christ Our Rock Lutheran Church 

& Precious Pebbles Preschool

Pastor Jeff Limpert

3040 Stonehedge Dr. NE

Rochester, MN 55906

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED


Contemporary Christian Artist,

Michael Schroeder

Concert

Saturday, August 27th at 7 PM
Worship Hour

Sunday, August 28th at 10:30 AM
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Dear brothers and sisters of Christ Our Rock,


Thank you for allowing me to serve you as the youth minister this past year. God has richly blessed us with opportunities to get to know fellow Christians through this service and build our faith in our Savior Jesus Christ. After prayerful consideration and much discussion with Pastor Limpert, I have decided to step down from the youth minister position. Since I have increased my hours at my daily employment of Mayo Clinic – a point 9, meaning two weekdays off a month – I am finding it difficult to adequately devote time and energy to the called position at Christ Our Rock. Rather than see the youth, Sunday school and various connected ministries get shortchanged and meeting with Pastor, I believe it best to step down and serve as a volunteer, and at Pastor’s direction preach according to his schedule. Again, thank you for the many blessings you have given to me and my family by allowing me to serve you and our Lord Jesus as youth minister. 





God’s richest blessings to you in our Savior!


Bob Seifert


United to serve our Savior








10th Anniversary


Sunday, October 9th





Worship Hour 


 10:30 AM





Pig Roast 


Noon








LOOK WHAT’S COMING TO COR!


August 27th & 28th 


A Concert!


	As part of our 10 year anniversary of our church building, we have invited contemporary Christian musical artist Michael Schroeder.  He will have a special concert here on Saturday, August 27th at 7 PM. 





An Ice Cream Social!


 Our Fellowship Committee is organizing an old fashioned ice cream social for after the concert.





A Special Worship Service!


	On Sunday, August 28th Michael Schroeder will conduct a special worship service at 10:30 AM.  Because of this special service, we will only have one worship service that weekend.


	


A Summer Potluck!


	Also on Sunday, August 28th following the special service, we will have our “Summer Potluck.”  We are asking our members to bring a dish and a dessert/salad to pass.  





Spread the news!  		Invite a friend!
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