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Easter is All About You!

“Because I live, you also will live.” 

John 14:19

“Happy Holidays!” Sound out of place in April? It doesn’t have to. This month marks arguably the most important holiday of the year … Easter. Why? Because Easter is ALL ABOUT YOU! But isn’t Easter about Jesus? Yes, Easter is not so much about colored eggs, candy baskets and bunny rabbits. It is about Jesus. But Easter is also about YOU! 

At Easter we celebrate that Jesus Christ rose from the dead. This miraculous event is certainly reason for celebration, especially since Jesus had to suffer so much and have his life cut so short. But Easter is much more than that. Knowing the significance of Easter is a matter of life and death!

You see, Jesus could have chosen not to die. He had the power to stop his murderers. He had the power to walk away from his cross and from all who cried out “Crucify him!” He had the power to leave this earth and go back up to heaven where he came from. But Jesus willingly chose to live as one of us, but he never sinned, not even once. He was determined to suffer and to die. Why would anyone leave the eternal bliss of heaven for that? Because Easter is all about you!

He looked down from heaven, saw sinful mankind, and chose to love us anyway. We have not loved God perfectly with our whole heart and soul, mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbor perfectly as ourselves. For that, God should have made us pay with our lives for our sins against him. Instead, he sent his sinless Son who took our sins on himself; Jesus suffered and died in our place. 

Here’s the best part: he rose from the dead! And because he conquered death, Jesus promises that we too shall conquer death! Yes, we will still have to endure the physical experience of death. But just like Jesus, our Savior, we too will rise from the dead, and through faith in him, join him in heaven. 

That’s how Easter is all about you. Jesus said, “Because I live, you also will live.” Trusting in him as your Savior from sin, he assures you that you will rise from the dead and live forever.
[image: image7.wmf] 


From our Congregational Chairman

“Incredible Creations for $1,000, Alex…”

A couple months ago, there was considerable excitement at my workplace as the results of an IBM research project reached the point where it was time to prove it worked or didn’t. I’m talking about “Watson”, a project in which a supercomputer system had been built to respond with answers from its stored “knowledge” in an extremely rapid yet logical manner that even included developing the machine’s confidence in its responses. The method chosen to demonstrate this technology was to have the machine compete against the two all-time top players of the TV game show, “Jeopardy!”

I’ll cut to the chase and tell you that if you didn’t happen to watch the three televised episodes of the program, in the end, the machine bested the human players. It has been interesting to see the discussions about how the machine had significant advantages that made the competition unfair from the start. However, Watson had evolved from being a rather “dumb” machine, incapable of responding correctly to some rather trivial questions to one that could be attributed to have some significant human qualities of recall and decision making. Its practical applications are being developed further, and I have no doubt Watson’s capabilities will touch many of our lives in the future.

As one having been connected with advances in technology most of my working life, I have to say that what was accomplished with Watson is impressive. As one connected with God through my faith and baptism, I also say that it pales in comparison to what God has created and continues to do in our lives and in the world. I exclaim with David in Psalm 139, “I praise you, because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.”

This time of year, in the climate zone we live in, we get the benefit of seeing God’s creation resurrect from its dormancy and spring to life. This beautiful transformation also serves as a reminder of Christ’s resurrection and the incredible gift we’re the beneficiaries of through God’s undeserved love and grace. Think about this as you see snow disappear; the robins and other birds appear; and the plants put on the royal raiment God has clothed them with. Join the psalmist in giving thanks and praise through your worship, devotions, and prayers, because YOU, too, are “fearfully and wonderfully made”.     

Dan Anderson

Congregational Chairman
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WHY WAS HE SILENT?
Why was He silent when a word,


Would slay his accusers all?

Why does He meekly bear their taunts,


When angels wait His call?

“He was made sin,” my sin He bore


Upon the accursed tree,

And sin hath no defense to make


His silence was for me! 
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Good Friday in my Heart

By Mary Elizabeth Coleridge

GOOD FRIDAY in my heart!  Fear and affright! 
My thoughts are the Disciples when they fled, 
My words the words that priest and soldier said, 
My deed the spear to desecrate the dead. 
And day, Thy death therein, is changed to night. 

Then Easter in my heart sends up the sun. 
My thoughts are Mary, when she turned to see. 
My words are Peter, answering, ‘Lov’st thou Me?’ 
My deeds are all Thine own drawn close to Thee, 
And night and day, since Thou dost rise, are one.
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What Easter Means to Me
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By Joanna Fuchs
Easter morning, God be praised, Allelujah!
Jesus Christ from death was raised.  

Allelujah.

On Good Friday, Jesus died; Allelujah!
All for us, He was crucified.  

Allelujah.

Jesus bore the pain for me, Allelujah!
From my sin, to set me free.  

Allelujah.

Death could not confine our Lord, Allelujah!
And to life He was restored.  

Allelujah.

Easter morn we consecrate, Allelujah!
His resurrection to celebrate.  

Allelujah.

Jesus’ love means when we die, Allelujah!
We’ll live in heaven with Him on high.  

Allelujah.

Our Savior loves us awesomely; Allelujah!
That’s what Easter means to me.  

Allelujah.
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EASTER-4-KIDS 
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Saturday, April 23rd, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM: All kids 3 years old through 4th grade are invited for a special day of fun and learning. Through play, games, videos, crafts, food, an Easter egg hunt, and fun, we will learn the real meaning behind Easter. To register you can sign-up at Church, call 252-5088, or email Office@ChristOurRock.org. 
Easter breakfast

Easter morning, before or after worship, celebrate the triumphant resurrection of our savior with food and fellowship at our Easter breakfast.  Breakfast will be served between services from approximately 9:15 to 10:00 AM.  The Lay Ministry Board will be cooking sausages and manning the pancake griddles.  Sign-up sheets are available in the narthex for other breakfast items.  
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EASTER LILIES  
A signup sheet to purchase lilies for our Easter service is in the entryway.   The lilies will be delivered to church and you may take yours home following the Easter service.  The cost is $8.50.  Please make your check payable to “HyVee”.  Lilies will not be ordered unless you have paid for the lilies.  

[image: image13.png]


APRIL BIBLE READINGS
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1.  Luke 17:1-19

2.  Luke 17:20-37
3.  Luke 18:1-17
4.  Luke 18:18-34
5.  Luke 18:35-19:10
6.  Luke 19:11-28
7.  Genesis 27:1-45
8.  Genesis 27:46-28:22
9.  Genesis 29:1-30
10.  Genesis 29:31-30:43
11.  Genesis 31:1-32:2
12.  Genesis 32:3-32
13.  Genesis 33
14.  Genesis 34
15.  Genesis 35
16.  Genesis 36

RLS SUPPORT OPEN FORUM
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  On Sunday, April 10th following the 10:30 Worship Hour, an Open Forum will be held to discuss the level of support for Christ Our Rock students attending Resurrection Lutheran School.  The meeting will discuss the recommendation of the Budget Committee that was approved at a joint meeting of the Lay Ministry Board and Board of Elders.  All members of Christ Our Rock are invited and encouraged to attend. 

NEW MEMBERSHIP CLASS  

Pastor will be starting a new member class [image: image16.jpg]


for anyone interested in becoming a communicant member and/or learning what our church teaches and practices.  There are 9 sessions with each session lasting about an hour.  We will study a variety of today’s topics from the pages of Scripture.  Classes start on Tuesday, April 5th at 6:30 PM.  If that time and day does not work for you, we can arrange dates and times that will work.  To register for the class, please speak with Pastor.  The class is also good for current members who want to review the teachings of the Bible.
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Needed more MIDI players for Sunday services.  No musical background necessary, but a familiarity with computers may be helpful.  Training provided.  Very forgiving congregation who has already experienced most of the glitches that can occur with someone new to the job!  Free demonstrations for those who are interested before or after services on Wednesday evening or Sunday morning.  Questions?  Speak with Pastor Limpert, Judy Limpert, Jane Peterson or Sara Schleicher.
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WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

“What does this mean?” is a familiar phrase to Lutherans.  Martin Luther regularly used this phrase in his catechism. Luther’s Small Catechism was written for parents to teach the basic truths of the Bible to their children and to prepare them to properly receive the Lord’s Supper. Today the catechism is still used by parents and the church to teach children about God’s grace.  This phrase is commonly heard in youth confirmation classes when learning about the 10 commandments, creeds, sacraments, prayers, confession, and in the forgiveness of sins.


But “Confirmation,” what does this mean? The word Confirmation means, “strengthening”. Confirmation is strengthening in the Christian faith in which they were baptized.  After studying the Christian faith, they publicly confess their faith.  They also witness to their ability to understand and to exam themselves to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. (1 Corinthians 11:27-29)  


Finally they confess to hold true to the Word of God, to study it, and to live it. Confirmation is not a graduation service. Instead, it is a promise to continue to be students of God’s Word.  So, all who are confirmed in our church, promise to faithfully continue to be students of the Word for the entire lives.
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This year, on April 17th at the 10:30 AM. Worship Hour three of our young disciples of Jesus will be confirmed in their faith.  May this celebration of the Christian faith not only strengthen them, but also all of us as we strive to faithfully study God’s Word and live it in our daily lives.

Confirmation Class of 2011
Vanessa Marie Henselin

Khristian Matthew Alexander Pike

Kyle John Pottebaum
My Confirmation
Today, dear Lord, these vows I take -- 
Vows which, for me, did others make, 
When Thou bestowed baptismal grace, 
And in Thy Church gave me a place. 

I am Thy child by grace alone, 
Since for my sin Thou didst atone. 
The life I give Thou gavest me 
To live and use, in trust for Thee. 

I now renounce world, flesh, and, too, 
The devil strong -- Thy will to do. 
I pray for strength 'Gainst selfish pride, 

I too my faith and love confess 
And pray for grace my life to bless. 

This steadfast faith that I affirm 
Do Thou, by grace, in me confirm. 

Dr. Walton Harlowe Greever 
(Written for his granddaughter Carolyn Plack) 
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SERMON SERIES & BIBLE CLASSES:  We have started a new series entitled “Fruit That Doesn’t Spoil.”  Our sermons, adult Bible classes and Sunday School lessons will examine the “Fruits of the Spirit” as the Apostle Paul says in Galatians 5:22,23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”
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Another Adult Sunday Bible Class: What in the World Is Going On? Identifying Hollow and Deceptive Worldviews. How does your Christian faith fit into the culture that we live in today? Non-Christian worldviews may be influencing your beliefs without you even realizing it.  We will realize how other beliefs may creep into our lives through the media, college professors, and even popular books for children and teens. Using Scripture we will take a confessional Lutheran worldview of a number of truths about: Secular Humanism, Pantheism, Modernism, Postmodernism.

Dinner and a Show, ANYONE?
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Variety show that is.  Join us on April 30th as the Fellowship Committee hosts Christ Our Rock’s first Variety Show with Dinner.  We have got singers, dancers, jokes, storytelling, and who knows what else we can dig up.  You are sure to be entertained by some of the best performers around, and we are even going to throw in dinner, well, maybe we will not throw it, but we will serve it   So come and join us for a night of lively entertainment and great food.  Watch the Sunday bulletin for more information as we get closer to this night of extraordinary entertainment.

Another connection made

We are pleased to announce the formation of our next new COR Connection group.  The Bicycling Connection is the latest of our small interest groups to be formed.  There will be an organizational meeting for this group following the worship services on April 17th.   Anyone that enjoys biking even if you have not signed up is encouraged to attend.
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MLC AUXILIARY/LWMS MEETING   
The Martin Luther College Auxiliary and Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society will hold their Spring Rally meeting at Christ Lutheran Church in Zumbrota on Saturday, April 9th.  Registration will be from 9:00 – 9:30 AM, with the meeting starting at 9:30 AM.  Lunch will be provided.  The afternoon session will start at 1:15 PM.  Guest speaker will be Pastor Joe Johnson who will speak on Campus Ministry.  From Christ Our Rock, Gail Maas is currently the Vice President of LWMS and Marilyn Just is running for the Spiritual Growth position.  All ladies of the congregation are invited to attend.  
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Sunday School Choir
     The children’s anthem about the Fruits of the Spirit sounded wonderful.  Thank you to all who were able to sing.

     This month the Sunday school children have two opportunities to sing their praises in church. 

      The children will join the choir on Palm Sunday, April 17th. We will be singing, “He Comes in the Name of the Lord.”

     We will also sing an Easter anthem for Easter Sunday, April 24th.  

     We will sing at the late service both Sundays.

We have been learning these songs since the start of Sunday school.  See you there!

Preschool Nuggets
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      What is the most exciting thing going on at preschool?  The snow has melted!  We can go outside every day!   It was fun to watch our big piles of snow slowly disappear.  

       As we get ready to celebrate Easter this month, our Bible lessons will lead us from Jesus’ triumphant parade into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, to his agonizing death on Good Friday, and finally his triumphant resurrection on Easter morning.  What a great and awesome God we have!
     There will be no preschool on Good Friday, April 22nd and Monday, April 25th.  

TEEN NEWS
Teens will be serving soup for our Midweek Lent meal on April 13th.  Teens are asked to be at church by 5:15 PM. to help set up and serve.  Please remember to bring your soup packets.   
Those teens willing to help out with 
Easter-4-Kids on Saturday, April 23th, are asked to please contact Bob Seifert. We are looking for teens to help with assisting kids at crafts, recess, snacks and a skit. 
 
Teens will only meet once in May due to confirmation, Mother's Day and Memorial Day weekend. We are planning (weather permitting) Frisbee golf Saturday, May 7th.
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JAPAN UPDATE

 
Rev. Brad Wordell, WELS’ mis​sionary based in Tokyo, and members of the Lutheran Evan​gelical Christian Church, WELS’ sister synod in Japan, have begun gathering relief supplies for deliv​ery to residents devastated by the earthquake and tsunami that struck March 11.
Wordell says that on March 28 he and Rev. Takeshi Nidaira, national pastor, will drive a two-ton truck full of essential items such as clothes, bottled water, and batter​ies to Kesennuma—just north of Sendai, the city virtually wiped out by the tsunami. About one-third of Kesennuma was destroyed. This city of about 75,000 is home to a member of the Japanese church who at first was feared missing in the disaster. It turns out she and her husband were able to flee ahead of the tsunami and their home was spared. This member is now serv​ing as the church’s key contact in the region. 
Wordell says that as the supplies are delivered, he and Nidaira will look for opportunities to talk with residents and offer comfort. “We want to tell them we’re Christians and that we care,” he adds. 
The emergency supplies are be​ing funded by WELS Christian Aid and Relief, which has made $20,000 available for such relief efforts—$10,000 through our mis​sionary and national pastors, the other $10,000 through the indepen​dent relief agency CARE. 
Discussions continue with Wordell and other leaders of the Japanese church to assess the need for future relief efforts. Wordell says the church is looking into ways to help care for the thousands of evacuees expected to move closer to Tokyo and the church’s nine congrega​tions and preaching stations. He expresses appreciation on behalf of church members for the thoughts, prayers, and gifts from their broth​ers and sisters in faith in WELS. 
To learn more about WELS relief efforts and to donate, visit www.wels.net/relief.
WELS students score above average
Students from grades three through eight in 248 WELS schools and 12 Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) schools are scoring above the national average in academics, ac​cording to the ECRA Group, Inc., a national education research firm.
Normally half of all students around the country are expected to perform at or above the 50 percen​tile. In WELS, tested students are at or above the national level in these different academic areas:
• 75 percent scored at or above the national average in reading.
• 67 percent scored at or above the national average in language.
• 65 percent scored at or above the national average in mathematics.
• 73 percent scored at or above the national average in science.
• 72 percent scored at or above the national average in social studies.
The Commission on Lutheran Schools contracted with ECRA in 2008 to facilitate the use of the TerraNova test, a nationally standardized achievement test used by public and private schools around the country, with participat​ing schools.  

About 11,000 stu​dents from WELS and ELS were tested in fall 2010. Participation in the program is optional; about 75 percent of WELS schools are involved.
 
Statistics also show that the longer the students attend WELS schools the higher they are performing in these academic skills compared to the national levels—whether they are high, average, or low achievers.
“The testing results confirmed that our Lutheran elementary schools are able to meet the needs of all levels of students,” says Greg Schmill, director of the Commis​sion on Lutheran Schools. “Our students are growing at rates above what the rest of the country is experiencing.”
 
According to Schmill, because ECRA is analyzing and comparing data on individual students over the past three years, participating schools are also able to see where students are growing and where they are struggling. “There’s really some good information that our schools can get to in a convenient way,” he says. “They can then use that information to take a look at the curriculum and instruction in the school—both for the entire school and the individual student.”
FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER

Christ Our Rock Lutheran Church 

& Precious Pebbles Preschool


Pastor Jeff Limpert
3040 Stonehedge Dr. NE

Rochester, MN 55906

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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        Palm Sunday:  April 17th, 8:00 & 10:30 AM


        Maundy Thursday:  April 21st, 7:00 PM


        Good Friday Tenebrae:  April 22nd, 7:00 PM


        Easter-4-Kids: April 23rd 10 AM – 2 PM


        Easter  Sunday:  April 24th, 8:00 & 10:30 AM


        Easter  Breakfast:  April 24th, 9:15 AM








17.  Genesis 37


18.  Genesis 38, 39


19.  Genesis 40:1-41:13


20.  Genesis 41:14-57


21.  Genesis 42


22.  Genesis 43


23.  Genesis 44


24.  Genesis 45


25.  Genesis 46:1-47:12


26.  Genesis 47:13-48:22


27.  Genesis 49


28.  Genesis 50


29.  Luke 19:29-46


30.  Luke 19:47-20:47
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MIDI Players





EASTER-4-KIDS





Saturday, April 23rd 


10 AM – 2 PM





All Children 3 ½ years to 4th grade are invited
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